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2. 


The  Area  District  was  re-constituted  to  include  Horsham  Urban, 
Horsham  Rural  and  Petworth  Rural  Districts. 

By  Order  in  Council  No.  88325. 


This  Report,  the  nineteenth  for  the  new  arrangement  of  Districts, 
represents  the  eighty-first  for  the  individual  areas.  During  the  years 
1939  to  1943  it  was  necessary,  owing  to  war  conditions,  to  issue  separate 
Reports  for  each  of  the  three  districts. 
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WEST  SUSSEX  NORTH-EASTERN  COMBINED  DISTRICT 


Health  Department, 

Comewell  House, 

June,  1955*  Horsham* 

To  the?  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horsham  Urban  and  Horsham  Rural 

District  Councils,  and  of  the  Petworth  Rural  District  Council* 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  three  districts  in  the  Combine,  -  in  -which  details  are 
given  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Departments  during  19%.. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  practice,  the  vital  statistics  are  set 
out  separately  for  each  of  the  three  districts*  Among  the  figures  mil 
be  found  the  Registrar  General *s  estimates  of  population*  Whereas  small 
increases  are  shown  for  the  Urban  District  of  Horsham  and  the  Rural  District 
of  Petworth,  ~  230  and  90  respectively,  *»  there  has  again  been  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  the  population  of  the  Horsham  Rural  District,  which 
has  risen  from  38,340  to  43,080*  This  rise  is,  of  course,  almost  solely 
due  to  the  development  in  Crawley*  When  the  present  Combined  District  was 
formed  in  1936?  the  total  population  within  the  three  districts  was  459020, 
although  by  1946  the  figure  was  48,950*  Since  then,  mainly  as  a  result  of 
the  Development  in  Crawley  New  Town  and  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  Horsham  Rural  District  to  include  part  of  East  Sussex,  this  total  has 
risen  sharply*  The  estimated  figure  for  June  1954-  is  69,570,  showing  an 
increase  of  over  50$  since  the  Combined  District  was  constituted* 


Notifiable  Disease 

Whereas  "Scarlet  Fever"  had  shown  an  increased  incidence  during  the 
previous  year,  during  1954-  the  number  of  notifications  showed  a  marked 
decline*  The  type  of  disease  continues  to  be  extremely  mild,  and  only 
three  cases,  out  of  a  total  of  thirty,  were  admitted  to  hospital* 

Reference  was  made  last  year  to  the  doubt  which  is  now  felt  regarding  the 
value  of  notification  in  this  disease,  which  can  only  include  those  cases 
of  streptococcal  throat  infection  which  develop  a  typical  rash*  Many 
others,  suffering  from  the  same  infection,  may  have  typical  signs  of  ton¬ 
sillitis,  fever,  etc*,  but  no  rash*  While  not  notifiable,  these  cases  may 
well  be  equally  dangerous  sources  of  infection* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Measles  normally  shows  an  increased 
incidence  during  alternate  years*  As  1954  was  not  a  "Measles  Year",  the 
notification  rate  was  low* 
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Only  four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
three  of  these  were  of  the  "Non-Paralytic"  type„  The  lessons  which  have 
been  learned  regarding  this  disease,  which  has  shown  increased  prevalence 
in  Great  Britain  since  1947?  present  many  problems  to  Health  Departments. 
Whereas  the  practice  prior  to  1947  was  to  exclude  child  contacts  from 
school,  but  not  as  a  general  rule  to  interfere  with  the  movements  of  adul 
it  is  now  considered  wise  to  encourage  the  self-isolation  of  all  close 
contacts  of  any  cases  occurring  in  a  district  after  a  considerable  interv 
of  freedom  from  infection*  All  contacts  excluded  from  work  on  this  acco 
have  the  right  to  insurance  benefit  equal  to  the  ordinary  sickness  benefi 
provided  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  certifies  as  to  the  necessity 
for  exclusion*  But  the  loss  of  the  wage  earners  money  is  a  serious  matt 
to  the  family,  and  sickness  benefit  may  be  meagre  by  comparison.  In  cert 
cases  the  employer,  if  generous  and  far-sighted,  may  be  willing  to  stand 
the  contact  off  work  in  the  interests  of  his  fellow  employees,  but  to  pay 
him  at  normal  rates.  Surely  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if,  whenever 
the  interests  of  the  public  as  distinct  from  the  individual  require  such 
exclusion  from  work,  there  should  either  be  State  compensation  or,  altera 
tively.  Section  278  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 ,  should  apply.  Ity  thi 
means  more  efficient  public  health  control  could  be  exercised,  but  hardsh 
to  families  avoided. 


The  following  list  shows  those  diseases  which  are  "Notifiable "•  Anc 
infectious  diseases  which  are  not  notifiable  are  German  Measles  (Rubella) 
Mumps,  Influenza  and  Chicken  Pox.  The  latter  disease  may  be  made  notifi 
temporarily,  should  cases  of  Smallpox  occur  in  an  area. 


Cholera. 

Diphtheri  a. 

Dysentery. 

Encephalitis  (Acute) 

Enteric  (Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid). 
Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Malaria. 

Measles. 

Membranous  Group. 

Meningococcal  Infection. 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Plague. 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary. 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal. 
Poliomyelitis,  Acute  (Paralytic 
and  Non-Paralytic). 

Puerperal  lyrexia. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Scarlatina  or 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Smallpox. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 
Typhus. 

Whooping  Cough. 


Routine  enquiries  are  made  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
primarily  with  the  object  of  tracing  the  source  of  infection,  immediately 
on  receipt  of  a  notification  of  infectious  disease.  Advice  is  given  as 
necessary  to  parents  and  arrangements  made  for  the  exclusion  from  school 
of  any  child  contacts  for  the  prescribed  periods.  In  certain  cases 
disinfection  may  be  carried  out. 
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Copies  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  forwarded  "by  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  within 
forty-eight  hours  of  their  receipt®  Weekly  returns  of  numbers  of  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  notified  are  made  to  the  Registrar  General  and  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health® 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  1954,  for  the  seventh  year  in  succession*  no  confirmed  case 
of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  area®  The  incidence  in  the  country  as 

a  whole  continues  to  fall*  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  deaths 
and  corrected  notifications  for  England  and  7/ales  during  the  last  decades- 


Year 

Deaths  x 

Corrected  notifications 

1945 

7  22 

18,596 

1946 

47  2 

11,986 

1947 

244 

5,609 

1948 

156 

3,575 

1949 

84 

i,8«o 

1950 

49 

962 

1951 

33 

664 

1952 

32 

376 

1953 

23 

266 

1954 

9  (provisional) 

182  (provisional) 

3€  The  deaths  include  "late  effects"*  i®eo  those  occurring 
mere  than  a  year  after  the  acute  episode;  in  1951  $  1952., 

1953  and  1951  these  numbered  3  s  9  s  3  and  2  respectively® 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  figures  for  1945,  the  first  shown  in 
the  above  table,,  reflect  the  great  benefit  which  had  already  resulted  from 
the  nation-wide  Immunisation  Campaign  v/bich  was  started  in  1940®  High 
tliough  they  may  be  when  compared  with  present  figures  *  they  show  a  con¬ 
siderable  improvement  on  the  years  1930/40®  The  average  figures  for  that 
decade  *  for  England  and  Wales 5  were  58,000  cases  and  nearly  3,000  deaths 
each  year® 

Details  of  the  number  of  children  protected,,  whether  by  primary 
inoculation  or  by  the  administration  of  "booster  doses"  is  given  separately 
for  each  district®  These  all  show  a  decided  and  encouraging  rise  in  1953o 
At  the  same  time  we  have  still  far  to  go  to  achieve  the  objective*  -  namely 
to  secure  the  protection  of  not  less  than  75^  of  babies  before  their  first 
birthday®  At  the  moment  the  average  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  a 
little  less  than  half  of  this  percentage® 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that*  unless  the  present  level  of 
protection  is  rot  only  maintained  but  improved*  this  disease  may  well  return® 
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Food  and  Hygiene 

Periodic  visits  to  food  shops ,  canteens,  restaurants  etc*  were  paid 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  although  there  has  tended  to  be  a  reduction 
the  time  available  for  this  important  work  as  a  result  of  the  re-opening 
private  slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  areas*  The  rapidity  of  developmen 
in  Crawley  New  Town  has  not  yet  been  matched  by  the  provision  of  additio] 
staff,  so  that  inspections  there  have  not  been  as  frequent  or  methodical 
would  be  wished*  However  every  opportunity  is  taken  during  visits  to 
emphasise  the  importance  of  food  hygiene  and  to  impress  upon  the  staff  t] 
need  for  the  most  scrupulous  care  in  handling* 

Talks  have  again  been  given  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
Women® s  Institutes  and  similar  bodies,  every  effort  being  made  to  stress 
the  help  which  can  be  given  by  customers  themselves*  If  only  members  o 
the  public  would  insist  upon  the  maintenance  of  a  good  standard  of  hygie: 
in  the  premises  they  patronise,  much  good  would  result*  Only  too 
frequently,  when  a  Health  Department  has  succeeded  in  persuading  a  shop¬ 
keeper  to  provide  glass  or  other  covers  for  articles  of  food  on  his  coun 
thus  protecting  them  from  contamination,  it  is  later  found  that  these  ha 
been  removed  on  the  grounds  that  "sales  have  dropped”*  Only  by  the  co¬ 
operation  of  all  concerned  can  a  satisfactory  standard  be  achieved* 


During  the  year  nine  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified,  one  in 
the  Horsham  Urban  District  and  eight  in  the  Horsham  Rural*  The  former 
was  accepted  as  a  case  of  food  poisoning,  owing  to  the  organism  isolated 
However  a  long  period  had  elapsed  between  the  onset  of  symptoms  and  the 
receipt  of  bacteriological  confirmation,  so  the  source  of  infection  was 
never  detected,  «  although  it  was  believed  to  have  been  outside  the  area 

The  remaining  eight  notifications  referred  to  one  small  explosive 
outbreak  in  a  Council  House  situated  in  a  village*  Investigations  were 
carried  out  during  my  absence  by  Dr*  Harrison  of  Sho reham,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted*  As  the  outbreak  is  one  of  considerable  interest,  brief 
particulars  are  given* 

A  message  was  received  from  the  family  doctor,  late  on  a  Sunday 
evening,  to  say  that  he  had  been  called  to  a  house  where  eight  persons 
were  acutely  ill*  Investigation  showed  that  all  those  who  were  suffer!: 
from  symptoms  had  attended  a  birthday  party,  where  seven  children  had  "be* 
given  tea  during  the  afternoon,  after  which  seven  adults  commenced  their 
meal*  About  two  hours  later  one  of  the  adults  had  a  sudden  onset  of 
vomiting,  quickly  followed  by  severe  abdominal  pain  and  diarrhoea*  With: 
the  next  hour  a  further  six  individuals  were  affected,  two  of  whan  were 
elder  children  who  had  eaten  food  at  the  first  sitting  but  were  believed 
also  to  have  eaten  certain  articles  with  the  adults*  Four  hours  after 
the  meal  the  last  adult  developed  symptoms,  but  it  was  noted  that  five  o 


the  children  who  ate  the  first  meal  were  unaffectedo  Very  full  and 
careful  investigation,  together  with  the  taking  of  many  samples  of  food, 
vomit  and  stools 9  were  necessary  'before  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  could 
be  definitely  proved,  It  was  found  that  a  home-made  ’’cream”  mixture 
(prepared  from  lard  tinned  milk  and  sugar)  had  been  used  by  one  of  the 
parents  on  the  previous  day  to  decorate  a  trifle*  The  dish  was  kept 
overnight  in  a  bedroom0  It  was  later  found  that  the  individual  con¬ 
cerned  had  a  cut  on  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand  from  which  there 
was  still  some  slight  discharge,  and  from  which  the  same  organisms  were 
recovered  as  from  rhe  unfit  food.  Ultimately  it  was  possible  to  prove 
that  the  staphylococci  from  the  finger  were  serologically  of  the  same 
type  as  those  isolated  from  the  trifle*  Those  affected  were  very  acutely 

ill,  having  severe  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  with  marked  prostration,  but  all 
made  a  complete  recovery  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours*  There,  can.  be  no 
doubt  that  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  from  staphylococcal  infection  of 
the  cream  and  trifle  as  a  result  of  careless  handling  by  the  father  of  the 
family,  followed  by  a  period  of  eighteen  hours  during  which  the  dish  was 
kept  a  an.  unsuitable  temperature  owing  to  lack  of  refrigeration  facilities* 

5  rom  the  point  of  view  of  public  health  it  must  be  regretted  that  so 
few  dwellings  in  this  country*  even  Though  they  display  television  aerials 
overhead,  are  as  yet  provided  with  refrigerators© 


It  should  be  realised  that  the  above  small  outbreak,  while  interest¬ 
ing  and  instructive ,  was  due  to  one  of  the  less  common  causeso 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  or  too  often  repeated,  that  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  food  poisoning  results  from  contamination  with  organisms 
from  the  human  bowel  -  as  a  result  of  gros supers onal  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  food  handler,  either  in  the  home  or  commercial  establishment©  In 
dealing  with  this  problem  compulsion  is  impossible ,  -  as  was  pointed  out 
some  years  ago  by  the  Medical  Adviser  to  a  large  commercial  film,  people 
can  no  more  be  compelled  to  oe  clean,  than  they  can  be  compelled  to  be 
loyal”©  Unless  a  full  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  food  poisoning  can  be 
brought  home  to  everyone ,  mainly  by  instruction  during  the  formative  years 
of  childhood  and  adolescence,  the  present  slow  progress  in  the  campaign 
must  continue©  Doubtless  prudery  has  been  a  factor,  for  only  too  often 
reference  has  been  made  to  a  ” dirty”  plate  or  a  "dirty”  hand— towel,  when, 
if  the  blunt  truth  were  stated,  the  article  in  question  would  have  been 
described  as  contaminated  with  faeces,  with  spit,  with  pus  or  with  nose_ 
dirt©  Such  a  suggestion,  however  revolting  it  may  sound,  is  more  likely 
to  produce  the  desired  effect© 

However  conscious  the  public  may  be  of  the  danger  which  arises 
from  the  cough  of  a  person  suffering  from  open  tuberculosis,  few  are 
heard  to  protest  when  the  shop  assistant  licks  a  finger  before  taking 
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a  bag,  -  or  blows  into  one  about  to  be  used  for  the  wrapping  of  food* 
How  often  is  indignation  expressed  when  a  waiter  scratches  his  scalp,  - 
with  fingers  only  too  soon  to  be  dipped  in  the  soup  plate,  -  or  when 
the  waitress  takes  the  towel  from  under  her  arm  and  uses  it  to  polish 
the  forks? 

Owing  to  the  low  wages  and  conditions  of  service,  until  recent 
years,  in  the  catering  industry,  many  of  those  employed  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  food  have  come  from  homes  where  they  have  been  accustomed  to  th* 
absence  of  proper  facilities  for  personal  cleanliness  and  where  proper 
habit  training  has  been  neglected*  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  these 
employees  often  carry  out  important  tasks  in  food  preparation  in  the 
less  prominent  part  of  the  field,  where  they  are  not  closely  supervised. 
It  has  for  long  been  the  practice  to  regard  kitchen  work,  more  particulf 
ly  dish-washing,  as  being  a  suitable  occupation  for  the  feeble-minded* 
While  it  is  true  that  many  of  these,  particularly  those  who  have  had  the 
benefit  of  institutional  training,  are  particularly  clean  in  their  habi 
they  are  mentally  incapable  of  appreciating  the  reasons  for  scrupulous 
care  in  food  handling  and  must  be  potential  sources  of  danger,.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  improving  status  in  the  catering  industry  will 
attract  a  more  intelligent  type  of  worker,  -  for  the  employment  of  such 
persons  will  quickly  result  in  a  demand  for  better  facilities* 


During  the  year  the  Horsham  Urban  District  Council  resolved  to 
provide  free  washing  facilities  in  their  two  main  public  conveniences* 
Liquid  soap  and  paper  towels  are  now  available  free,  although  an 
individual  hand-towel  with  toilet  soap  can  still  be  obtained,  by  those 
who  prefer  it,  for  a  small  charge*  It  is  highly  regrettable  that 
comparatively  few  local  authorities  have  made  this  provision  which, 
after  all,  must  encourage  personal  hygiene  and  help  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease,. 

Care  of  the  Aged 

I—  —  ill  ■■■■■!■  ■  —I  ■■■■■!■  ■linn  ml  W  in  ■ 

In  my  report  for  1952  reference  was  made  to  this  problem,  which 
becomes  one  of  increasing  difficulty  and  complexity*  While  it  may  be 
true  that  there  is  a  greater  reluctance  on  the  part  of  relations,  in 
these  days  of  the  Welfare  State,  to  accept  responsibility,  it  is  also 
true  that  many  old  people  have  outlived  their  relatives;  -  while  in 
other  cases  the  only  relations  remaining  may  have  heavy  responsibilities 
towards  their  own  children*  Meanwhile  the  proportion  of  aged  persons 
in  our  population  steadily  grows* 

There  is  perhaps  an  increasing  realisation  of  the  disadvantages 
which  result  from  the  separation  of  the  welfare  services,  in  certain 
areas,  from  the  sphere  of  the  health  department*  Those  Councils  which 
have  integrated  the  two  report  smoother  working  and  there  is  undoubt edl) 
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much  to  be  said  for  including  visiting  of  the  aged  in  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitor.  Not  only  has  she  nursing  experience,  but  she  is  fully 

in  ail  aspects  of  social  welfare  and  thus  well  fitted  to  carry 
out  these  duties. 


During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  take  action,  on  two  occasions, 
under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  both  patients 
being  elderly  women  living  alone  in  the  town  of  Horsham.  Brief 
particulars  are  as  follows; 

At  the  end  of  January,  during  the  spell  of  bitterly  cold  weather, 

I  was  asked  by  a  niece  to  visit  her  aunt,  aged  75?  who  had  lived  alone 
for  many  years.  Although  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance,  this  woman 
was  known  to  spend  very  little  on  food  and  had  not  had  a  fire  in  the 
house  for  over  twenty  years.  I  found  that  a  small  oil  stove  was  the 

means  of  cooking  or  of  heating  water,  no  gas  or  electricity  being 
available.  Though  old  and  in  need  of  repair,  the  house  was  reasonably 
dry  and  capable  of  being  made  fit,  -  as  has  in  fact  since  been  done. 

The  patient  herself  was  obviously  undernourished  and  suffering  from 
severe  chilblains,  and  had  refused  to  register  with  any  doctor  under  the 
National  Health  Service.  Although  she  at  first  refused  to  consider 
moving  to  one  of  the  County  Homes,  -  as  she  had  previously  refused  help 
from  her  relations,  -  when  an  Order  was  obtained  under  the  National 
Assistance  (.Amendment)  Act  and  an  ambulance  sent  to  take  her  to  North 
View  at  East  Preston,  she  proved  quite  co-operative.  Although  it  has 
since  been  suggested  that  she  might  be  transferred  to  one  of  the  Homes 
nearer  Horsham,  she  has  insisted  that  she  is  quite  contented  and  does  not 
wish  to  move.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  notes  and  coins  to  the  value 
ol  approximately  £150,  together  with  two  Bank  Books  in  respect  of  accounts 
untouched  for  over  a  decade,  were  found  among  her  personal  possessions. 
Certainly  poverty  had  played  no  part  in  the  case. 

The  National  Assistance  Board  reported  the  second  case  in  November;  - 
that  of  a  woman,  aged  80,  who  also  lived  alone  in  the  Urban  District. 
Having  been  widowed  in  1907 ,  she  had  lived  in  the  same  house  for  over 
forty  years.  Extreme  deafness  made  it  particularly  difficult  to  help 
her  and  she  was  undoubtedly  suffering  from  some  degree  of  senile  dementia, 
which  probably  accounted  for  the  fact  that  she  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  her  married  son  and  daughter,  although  they  live  in  the 
district.  In  this  case  also  the  patient  was  not  registered  under  the 
National  Health  Service*  Obviously  little  use  was  made  of  any  bedroom, 
and  everything  in  the  kitchen  was  begrimed  and  covered  with  soot,  -  as 
was  the  old  woman  herself ,  —  as  a  result  of  a  blockage  of  the  chimney. 
Although  adamant  in  her  refusal  to  leave  her  "home",  removal  was  effected 
without  undue  difficulty  after  an  Order  had  been  obtained  under  the 
Amendment  Act.  She  has  since  settled  very  well  at  "North  View",  where 
she  is  now  quite  happy. 
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In  neither  of  these  two  cases ,  both  of  which  were  removed  under 
the  Amendment  Act,  was  it  necessary  to  follow  the  full  procedure  laid 
down  in  Section  47°  It  will  be  remembered  that  under  the  Amendment 
Act  an  Order  is  made  for  a  period  of  three  weeks  only,,  In  the  majority 
of  such  cases  the  old  people  settle  down  quickly  in  their  new  quarters, 
so  that  it  becomes  unnecessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  a  three  months 
Order, 

Although  it  was  only  necessary  to  take  legal  action  on  these  two 
occasions  during  the  year,  a  number  of  other  cases  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  departmento  In  all  of  these  however,  it  was  possible 
to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  patients  themselves  and  legal  action 
proved  unnecessary  e 

The  National  Health  Service;  its  Cost  and  its  Future 

In  this  era  of  the  Welfare  State  it  is  obvious  that  the  National 
Health  Service  is  here  to  stay,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  -  so  it  is 
surely  desirable  that  the  nation’s  assets  should  be  used  to  the  best 
advantage,.  When  the  Beveridge  Report  was  presented  to  Parliament,  in 
1942  3  it  laid  down  the  principle  that  any  scheme  of  social  insurance 
should  be  self-supporting,  but  great  emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  necessit 
for  the  establishment  of  a  free  and  comprehensive  medical  service,,  This 
health  service  should,  -  ’’diminish  disease  by  prevention  and  cure,  and 
will  entail  the  careful  certification  needed  to  control  payment  of 
benefit  at  the  rate  proposed  in  the  Report,,  ” 

It  is  now  clear1  to  all  that  the  conclusions  of  the  Report,  in  so 
far  as  they  dealt  with  the  costs  of  a  Health  Service,  were  sadly  wide 
of  the  marko  It  would  seem,  unfortunately,  that  the  assumption  that 
the  Service  would  play  a  big  part  in  the  prevention  of  disease  was 
similarly  incorrect,,  In  his  Budget  for  Estimated  Social  Service 
Expenditure ,  Sir  William  Beveridge,  as  he  then  was,  suggested  that  an 
annual  sum  of  £170m  would  cover  the  cost  in  1945  and  in  1965 ,  some 
twenty  years  later,  giving  as  his  reason,  -  ”it  being  assured  that  there 
will  eventually  be  some  development  in  the  Service  and  as  a  consequence 
of  this  development  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  requiring  it„  ” 
How  incorrect  was  this  assumption  may  be  seen  by  the  following  figures,, 
In  19463  the  Financial  Memorandum  to  the  National  Health  Service  Bill, 
1946,  estimated  the  cost  of  the  complete  Service  for  England  and  Wales 
to  be  £152m,  with  an  additional  £19m  for  Scotland,  the  total  figure 
being  approximately  that  originally  estimated  by  Beveridge,,  In  1949/50 
the  first  complete  year’s  estimates  were  £259m  but  supplementary 
estimates  raised  the  total  to  £387m  gross,,  In  1950/51  the  gross 
expenditure  rose  to  £398m,  hence  the  Government  set  a  ceiling  of  £+0Qn 
gross  which  led  to  the  imposition  of  certain  limitations  on  the  free 
service,,  In  1952/53  estimated  expenditure  was  £515^  gross,  -  approx- 
imately  IQffo  of  the  total  monies  at  the  Government’s  disposal,  -  and  it 
is  interesting  to  note  how  this  money  was  usedo  It  was  divided  thuss- 
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£305m  for  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services 
£158m  for  General  Practitioner  Services 
£21m  for  Local  Health  Authorities,  and 
£31m  for  Training  and  Other  Services. 

So  out  of  a  total,  of  £515m  only  £21mjor  about  l$>9  was  devoted  to  the 
work  of  the  Local  Health  Authorities,  -  whose  total,  expenditure  for  the 
year  was  £4Qm.  (it  will  be  remembered  that  approximately  half  of  this 
expenditure  is  rate-borne,  the  remainder  being  derived  from  Exchequer 
Grants. )  And  where,  except  in  the  work  of  the  Local  Health  Authorities, 
is  preventive  medicine  now  practised?  Even  these  figures  do  not  properly 
reflect  the  present  unsatisfactory  position,  for  whereas  the  total  expendi¬ 
ture  on  the  National  Health  Service  has  trebled  between  the  years  1949  and 
1953 f  (or  doubled  if  the  lessened  value  of  the  pound  be  taken  into  account), 
the  expenditure  borne  by  the  Local  Health  Authorities  has  increased  only 
from  £29m  to  £4Cta  in  the  same  years,  or,  if  the  same  consideration  of 
lessened  value  be  taken  into  account,  has  remained  little  changed. 

Can  the  nation  afford  to  continue  expenditure  on  this  level?  If 
the  finances  of  the  Service  give  rise  to  concern  now,  at  a  time  of  full 
employment ,  what  would  be  the  result  should  our  economy  become  less  healthy? 
Will  the  individual  consent  to  pay  an  increased  contribution  in  the 
interests  of  his  health,  or  will  he  refuse  lest  this  should  lessen  the  sum 
available  to  him  for  his  beer  and  his  betting,  his  cigarettes  and  his  foot¬ 
ball  pools?  One  need  only  remember  the  work  of  the  "Hospital  Contributory 
Schemes”  before  the  Act,  -which  were  only  able  to  continue  so  long  as  they 
maintained  a  low  rate  of  contribution,  to  make  one  realise  that  the  average 
man  places  little  value  on  his  health  when  he  has  got  to  pay  for  iti 

Any  attempt  to  extend  the  system  of  charges,  such  as  those  at  present 
imposed  for  dental  treatment  or  for  spectacles,  to  cover  the  cost  of  food 
and  accommodation,  of  bills,  heating  and  lighting,  will  certainly  meet 
with  much  opposition,  although  many  consider  that  it  would  be  reasonable 
to  require  such  contributions.  If  this  is  not  acceptable,  should  there 
be  a  re-allocation  of  the  grants  from  the  National  Exchequer  to  the 
different  services,  remembering  that  any  increase  to  one  service  must  be 
counter-balanced  by  a  reduction  in  that  to  another?  Is  health  to  be 
increased  at  the  cost  of  education,  of  housing,  of  road  improvements;  - 
is  there  to  be  lessened  expenditure  on  the  police  forces  or  on  the  fire 
services? 

This  is  hardly  the  place  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  economies 
within  the  service,  although  many  of  us  feel  the  urgent  need  for  the 
medical  profession  to  educate  its  patients  to  take  advice,  and  not  to 
permit  itself  to  be  placed  in  a  position  of  having  to  adopt  a  particular 
line  of  treatment  at  the  request,  or  even  the  demand,  of  the  patients. 

Surely  a  strong  case  can  be  made  out  for  a  diversion  of  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  money  and  manpower,  available  within  the  National 
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Health  Service,,  to  the  work  of  prevention,  for  we  have  now  reached  a 
stage  where  the  future  progress  of  the  Service  as  a  whole  must  be  largel 
dependent  on  the  efficiency  of  the  local  authority  services ,  -  and  the 
ability  of  local  health  authorities  and  their  staffs  to  expand  them.  If 
we  have  reached  the  top  limit  of  possible  expenditure  ,  then  further 
progress  can  only  be  made  by  using  that  portion  of  the  national  income 
allotted  to  the  National  Health  Service  more  effectively  than  we  are  now 
doingo 

While  it  is  generally  realised  that  the  Hospital  Service  must 
remain  the  most  expensive  single  item  in  the  Health  Service  ,  surely  it 
is  vitally  important  to  see  that  each  and  every  bed  is  economically  used 
What  better  contribution  to  this  end  can  there  be  than  the  provision  "by 
Local  Health  Authorities  of  adequate  and  efficient  domiciliary  services, 
A  study  of  the  development  of  public  health  in  this  country  reveals  a 
string  of  triumphs  and  it  is  obvious  that,  pound  for  pound,  money  spent 
upon  the  preventive  services  can  pay  rich  dividends  and  offer  a  better 
return,  in  terms  of  human  well-being,  than  a  similar*  sum  spent  on  the 
curative  services,.  Important  though  the  work  of  treatment  may  be,  it 
is  prevention  which  has  achieved  the  greatest  advances  in  health  and  ha, 
benefited  the  greatest  number  of  mankind,, 


In  the  Appendix  to  this  Report  will  be  found  details  of  the  general 
provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  area,  followed  by  an  account  of  two 
visits  paid  to  the  district  by  Mass  Radiography  Units,, 


As  in  the  previous  year*,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Clerk  to  the 
Horsham  Rural  District  Council,  this  Report  has  been  duplicated  on  the 
Multilith  Machine®  As  the  typing  of  Duplimats  was  undertaken  by  ray 
secretary.  Mss  M„  Hey  don,  the  high  cost  of  printing  was  again  avoided, 

I  would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  their  staff  during  the  year,  and  thank 
them  for  the  provision  of  much  of  the  information  on  which  this  Report 
is  based,, 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  cf  Health 
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HORSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1954 
Statistics  &  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  1954° 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  at  Census ,  1951 


90  09  ©9  OO  90  9  0  0  9  OO  9  0  9  9  O 


O  ©  9  9  9  0 


Estimated  resident  population,  mid- 1954 


©9  9  0  0  9  9  9 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  March  1955)  according  to 

the  Rate  Books 


90  OO  OO  09  t»  O  OO  9  9 


0  9  9  0 


Rateable  Value  (March  1955) 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated) 


OO  OO  90  09  9  €  90  9  • 


0  9  9  0 


1,891 

16,682 

17,040 

5,601 

£169,285 

£685 


EXTRACTS  PR.OM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births  ( Legit imate. .  » » 
(Illegitimate, . 


Still  Births 


90090009000000 


Total  Me,  F0 

212  105  107  )  Birth  Rate  13.20  per  1,000 

15  6  7  )  estimated  R.P.  in  mid-1954* 

4  31)  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

=  17.77 


Deaths 


•  •000900000009009000 


201 


90  111  Crude  Death  Rate  =  11*79 


England  &  Wales  Birth  Rate  =  15® 52  Death  Rate  =  11,3 


Birth  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  Factor  =  14®  25 

Death  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  Factor  =  9®  31 

West  Sussex  Urban  Districts  Birth  Rate  =  12,26  Death  Rate  =  15*50 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  -  Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  & 

Abortion, 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

0  0,00 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ages- 

All  Infants  per  1 ,000  lave  Births  oooc»oo®*«®o«o.<>o..o....»..  26*66 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  .0......  29*70 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1.000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  .....  0.00 

(infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  &  Wales,  .  25*  5) 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (Cont’d): 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ( all  ages )  o.o..oooo.o.o.eo.oo..  34  (38 
Deaths  from  Measles  ( all  ages )  o.oooo.oo.ooooo.eoo.  0  (0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  o..... ••••<>.  0  (0 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1953) 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HORSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


lo  Tuberculosis ,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis ,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4o  Diphtheria 

5o  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal,  Infections 

7o  Acute  Polionyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9„  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10o  Malignant  neoplasm ,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm ,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1A«  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia.,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17 o  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 o  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23  o  Pneumonia 

24  •  Bronchitis 

23®  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30 o  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34«  All  other  accidents 

35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males  Females 


ALL  CAUSES ; 


90 


111 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  shown  in  above  table  have 
not  been  corrected  by  ’'Comparability  Factor*  " 
This  figure  was  not  available  for  the  years  1938 

to  1948. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  town  of  Horsham  is  a  prosperous  market  and  industrial  centre 
in  the  Weald  of  Sussex,  and  is  the  main  shopping  and  amusement  centre 
for  the  surrounding  populous  rural  district.  Unemployment  remains 
negligible, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  URBAN  AUTHORITY 

(a)  Medical; 

Kenneth  N.  Mawson,  M.B.  ,  Ch,B. ,  D.P.  H.  , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part-time  with 
other  districts  in  the  Sanitary  Combine;  - 
also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and 
School  M.O.  to  the  West  Sussex  County 
Council. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

E,  Partridge ,  M>  S,  I,  A,  ,  M,  R,  San,  I. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

C.  H.  Street  „  M.  S,  I.  A.  ,  M.  R.  San.  I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 
Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

R.A.D,  Gates,  M.S. I. A. 

Second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  Joint 
Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

Most  of  the  public  health  matters  with  which  the  Council  is  concerned 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  Building  and  Town 
Planning  and  also  the  Housing  Committee  are  to  some  extent  concerned 
in  these. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  among  the  civilian  population  were  notified 
during  the  yean#  The  figures  in  "brackets  indicate  the  nuraher  of  cases 
notified  the  previous  year. 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria . . 

Measles . . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. . 

Pneumonia  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

Erysipelas  . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Paratyphoid . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

I)ysentery . 

Ac. Encephalitis  (post- 

infectious) . 

Food  Poisoning  . 


6  (23) 

2  (0)  (DNC). 
8  (235) 

2  (41) 

1 
2 

12  (15) 


4 

2 


2' 


0  (0, 
0  (o' 
2  (0) 

0  (1) 
1  (0) 


The  majority  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  were  among 
patients  in  the  Horsham  Hospital  Maternity  Unit.  The  rather  strict 
provisions  for  the  notification  of  these  cases  are  obviously  complied 
with  more  satisfactorily  when  patients  are  being  nursed  in  hospital 
than  when  they  remain  at  home  for  their  confinements. 


TUBE  RCULOS  IS 


Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  =  13 


Pulmonary  Males  3  Non-Pu Imonary  Males  1 
Pulmonary  Females  6  Non-Pu  Imonary  Females  3 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  -  all  males. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December, 
1954,  was  102. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  181  children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  35  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  14  years,  received  the  full  course  of  immunisation. 
In  addition,  however,  293  children,  who  had  previously  been  protected, 
were  given  a  "reinforcing"  dose. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Routine  'bacteriological  work  was  referred  mainly  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  West  Hill  House,  Epsom.  We  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
Stone  and  her  staff  for  their  helpful  co-operation.  Samples  of  milk 
for  "Biological  Examination"  were  submitted  to  the  Brighton  Laboratory, 
and  we  are  grateful  to  Dr.  JamiesDn  for  his  help. 

Each  year  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  carried 
out  at  the  Laboratory,  particularly  in  respect  of  samples  of  water, 
milk  and  ice-cream® 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  now  rests  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and 
no  longer  with  Local  Sanitary  Authorities.  In  this  area,  however,  the 
previous  practice  whereby  practitioners  wishing  to  arrange  admission  of 
such  cases  approach  the  Health  Department  has  been  continued  and  works 
smoothly,  both  in  and  out  of  "office  hours".  Under  this  scheme  the 
Department  is  informed  of  the  cases  much  sooner  and  the  practitioner  is 
relieved  of  the  necessity  of  making  several  possibly  lengthy  telephone 
calls. 

The  following  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  admitted  to  various 
hospitals  during  the  period  ending  31st  December,  19f&  •- 

Swandean  Isolation  Hospital; 


Diphtheria 


oo  o  ©  o  o  o  • 


Fore down  Isolation  Hospital; 


Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 


Pneumonia 


o  ©  o  o 


2  (DNC) 


1 

1 


1 


Redhill  County  Hospitals 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  . .  1 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:- 


1.  Informal .  123 

2.  Statutory .  21 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with:- 

1.  Informal  . .  .  „  . . . .  . .  . .  . .  113 

2.  Statutory .  . .  19 

Inspections ,  etc. 

Complaints  received  . .  239 

Complaints  remedied  . I69 

Factories: 

Number  on  Register  . I64 

Inspections  . .  .  •  •  . .  Ill 

Number  of  Defects  found  .  24 

Number  of  Defects  remedied  .  21 

Outworkers  Premises  .  3 

Moveable  Dwellings: 

Inspections  . .  .  „  . .  95 

Defects  found  and  remedied  .  0 


There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  in  the  District. 

Rap:  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Material  Act,  1951* 

No  premises  are  licensed  or  registered  under  this  Act.  There 
are  two  premises  in  the  District  where  repairs  are  carried  out  and 
Rag  Flock  used. 

Shops  Act: 


Number  of  Inspections  ..  .  123 

Number  of  Defects  found  .  17 

Number  of  Defects  remedied  .  10 

Public  House  Conveniences: 

Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Defects  found  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Defects  remedied  . .  * .  .  5 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District  (Cont'd): 
Common  Lodging  Houses 


Registered  » o  „ .  .  „  . .  .  1 

Inspections  „  „  . .  . . .  . .  19 

Defects  found  0  „  „ .  . 0  . „  . „  . .  „ .  3 

Defects  remedied  ..  „ .  . .  .  3 

Notifiable  Disease: 

Visits  and  Enquiry  into  Notifiable  Disease  13 
Rooms  Disinfected  ..  „ .  ..  . .  ..  ..  0 

Books  Disinfected  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  32 


Drainage  g 


VO.O-L  ID  00  00  00  00  00  00  o  o  •  ©  •  •  JL 

Drains  repaired  and  tested  . .  .  0 

New  Drains  laid  and  tested  .  . .  11 

Drains  cleared  „ «  . .  .  .  . .  . 23 

Premises  connected  to  sewer  . .  0 

Dustbins  Provided: 

Number  provided  » „  „ «  . .  . 62 

Number  provided  by  Owners  „ .  . .  . „  . 0  37 

Number  provided  by  Occupiers  „ .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Number  provided  by  Owner/Occupiers  . .  ..  15 

Number  provided  by  the  Council  in  default. .  4 


Waters 

Number  of  Samples  taken  from  the  Town's 
Supply  (for  particulars  see  Page  26  )  267 

Premises  connected  to  Water  Supply  . .  . .  0 

Female  Domestic  Servants'  Agency 


Number  Registered  . .  . .  .  2 

Number  of  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Number  of  Complaints  received  . 220 

Number  of  Properties  Inspected  . 3^15 

Total  number  of  Visits  „ .  . . . 4536 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District  (Contra,): 

Action  taken: 

Poisoning  „ »  . .  .  „  00  c .  .<>  . .  254 

Structural  7fork  necessary  .  „  0 „  •  •  22 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  e „  457 
Estimated  number  of  mice  killed  . .  . „  25 

Eradication  of  Vermins 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with 

VG  I  "1  ^  »  O  JO  OO  9  0  9  9  OO  9  0  5 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  .  <.  20 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951; 

Three  pet  shops  within  the  District  are  licensed  under  this  Act. 

Three  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  -  who  are  appointed  as  Inspectors  for  the  purpose 
of  inspections  under  this  Act. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

There  are  six  premises  in  the  District  with  chimneys  which  from 
time  to  time  have  given  cause  for  anxiety.  There  has  been  very  little 
nuisance  from  smoke  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

Previously  the  trouble  has  been  chiefly  caused  by  the  use  of  inferior 
types  of  fuel?  which  called  for  great  care  in  stoking,  but  it  now  appears 
possible  to  obtain  a  more  satisfactory  quality. 

One  hundred  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  and  enquiries  made 
and  advice  given. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Under  the  Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act.  1950. 

and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations^  Act,  1949~~ 

Number  of  Dairies  Registered  . »  . .  . .  6 

Number  of  Visits  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 
Number  of  Distributors  Registered  ..  24 
Number  of  Visits  made  „ .  • .  . .  . .  26 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  (Cont'd): 

Licences  issued; 

Tuberculin  Tested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary)  . .  . .  2 


Pasteurised  .<>  „  <>  . .  .  9 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  ..  .«  . .  ..  1 

Sterilised  „  .  . .  „ . 18 

Sterilised  (Supplementary)  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 


MILK  SAMPLES 

Pull  use  was  again  made  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton,  for  the 
biological  examination  of  milko 

Sixty-five  samples  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  biological 
examination.  Mycobacterium  tuberculosis  was  found  in  two  of  these,  both 
of  milk  from  the  same  herdo  The  animal  responsible  was  found  during  the 
subsequent  investigation  by  a  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  was  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered. 

Brucella  abortus  was  isolated  from  seven  of  the  samples,  the  milk 
concerned  being  produced  by  four  different  farms.  Reports  were  forwarded 
in  each  case  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  through  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  nearly  all  cases,  however,  the  milk  was 
pasteurised  before  distribution  to  the  public. 

Milk  for  statutory  examination  was  again  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Epson.  This  laboratory  is  unable  to  carry  out  biological 
examinations  owing  to  its  restricted  accommodation  for  laboratory  animals 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  and  the  results  of  the  laboratory 
examinations  are  set  out  in  the  following  tables:- 
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MILK  SAMPLES  1954 


GRADE 

For  Statutory 
and  Biological. 
Examination.^ 

. . . 

For  Statutory 

Examination 

onl.Yo 

For  Biological 

Examination 

only. 

Total 
No,  of 
Samples 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

24 

34 

— 

58 

Ungraded  Raw 

Milk 

— 

- 

41 

a 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

— 

27 

- 

27 

Pasteurised 

- 

25 

- 

25 

Sterilised 

CB 

3 

- 

3 

TOTAL: 

24 

89 

41 

154 

RESTJLT  OF  STATUTORY  EXAMINATION  1954 


Failed 

Grade 

No.  of 

Sat. 

Methylene 

Phosphate  [  Turbidity 

Samples 

Exam. 

Blue  Test. 

Test. 

Test, 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

58 

46 

12 

a 

— 

T.T, 

Pasteurised 

27 

26 

arj 

1 

— 

Pasteurised 

25 

25 

— 

GO 

- 

Sterilised 

3 

3 

OB 

UD 

- 

TOTAL; 

113 

100 

12 

1 

4^”-  ■■ — 

- 

24° 


RESULT  OF  BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  1954 


Grade 

Exam. 

'Positive 

Brucellosis 

No*  of 
Samples 

not 

completed 

for 

Mo  tuberculosis 

B.  abortus 

isolated 

B.melitensis 

isolated 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

24 

on 

Ungraded 

Raw  Milk 

41 

1 

2 

7 

- 

TOTAL ; 

65 

1 

2 

7 

- 

Other  Food  Premises % 


There  are  262  Pood  Premises  in  the  District  and  4 63  visits  were 
paid  to  these  during  the  year* 

Details  are  given  belows- 
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Other  Food  Premises  (Cont9d)s 

The  number  of*  defects  found  and  remedied  are  as  follows s— 


DEFECT 

Pound 

Remedied 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings 

26 

22 

Defective  walls ,  ceilings,  floors 

4 

3 

Defective  fittings 

Insufficient  protection  of  food- 

14 

12 

stuffs 

Lack  of  facilities  for  the 

6 

5 

provision  of  hot  water 

6 

6 

Absence  of  clean  towels,  soap  etce 
Lack  of  sufficient  sanitary 

0 

0 

accommodation 

1 

1 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

0 

0 

Insufficient  heating 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

59 

51 

Ice-Cream  o 


Number  of  Premises  where  l'ce  Cream  is  manufactured  • 
Number  of  Premises  registered  for  sale  of  Ice  Cream 

Visits  paid  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  o 

Samples  taken  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO  Oi 


1 

78 

41 

34 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 

No0  of  Samples 

Provo  Grade 

Provo  Grade 

Prov.  Grade 

Provo  Grade 

taken 

lo 

llo 

lllo 

IV. 

34 

24 

(70. 58$) 

7 

(20. 58$) 

3 

(8c82$) 

oo 

Unsound  Poods 


Number  of  Visits  to  Pood  Premises  to  examine  food  o  o  o  81 
Total  weight  of  foods  other  than  meat  condemned 

1  ton  Ibso 

orontTBTJ  m~i  i-ga —i:  I 


O  o  o  o 
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MAIN  WATER  SUPPLY  g 

Regular  sampling  of  the  Town" s  water  supply  was  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

After  the  new  Hardham  pumping  station  commenced  to  supply  the 
District ,  Whiteshridge  and  Stanley  Street  pumping  stations  were 
closed.  The  new  supply  from  Hardham  gave  considerable  trouble  both 
in  taste  and  odour  at  first,,  but  this  appeared  to  have  been  overcome 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year0  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming 
of  warmer  weather 9  in  the  summer  of  1955s  will  not  lead  to  a 
recurrence.  The  following  table  gives  the  result  of  water  sampling;  - 


Samples 

taken. 

For 

Bact, 

Exam, 

For  Chem, 

&  Bact, 
Exam, 

Satis- 
f1  actory  o 

Coliform 

Present, 

Whitesbridge 

(Untreated) 

26 

26 

GS3 

21 

5 

Coltstaple  water 
at  Whitesbridge 

26 

26 

— 

26 

— 

Whitesbridge  and 
Coltstaple  mixed 
(treated) 

26 

26 

OB 

26 

Stanley  Street 

36 

36 

- 

36 

- 

Star  Reservoir 

.50 

48 

2 

48 

2 

District 

103 

101 

2 

102 

1 

26? 

263 

4 

259 

8 

Of  the  samples  containing  coliform  organisms  the  counts  were  as 
follows;- 

Untreated  water,  Whitesbridge 

22„lo54  3  presumptive  coliforms  per  100  ml, 

23,2,5k  5  "  «  » 

1,3*54  3  "  »  « 

8,3„3k  5  "  •»  « 

25o3o54  3  "  "  « 
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Main  Water  Supply  ( Cont  *  d.  ) 

Star  reservoir 

20.9*54  8  presumptive  coliforms  per  100  ml. 

23*9.54  3 

District 

18.9*54  5  ”  "  " 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  copies  of  reports  on 
samples  of  water  taken  in  the  District  on  the  13th  May,  1954>  and 
from  the  Star  reservoir  on  the  12th  October,  1954  >  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination. 

All  dwelling-houses  in  the  District  are  supplied  by  public 
water  mains  direct  to  the  houses.  No  dwelling-houses  are  supplied 
by  stand-pipes. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  with  a  main  water  supply  is, 
therefore,  5 >380  with  an  estimated  population  of  16,801. 


SWIMMING-  POOL: 


The  Council  own  the  only  public  swimming  pool;  -  an  open-air 
one  situated  in  Horsham  Park. 

This  pool  has  a  continuous  filtration  plant  and  the  break-point 
system  of  chlorination  is  used. 

Regular  weekly  bacteriological  and  monthly  chemical  samples  of 
water  were  taken  during  the  season,  making  a  total  of  21. 

A  copy  of  the  report  on  a  sample  taken  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  on  the  17th  August,  1954>  follows. 
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COPT  OP  REPORT  ON  SAMPLE  OP  WATER 


Date  and  time  sample  was  taken?  17th  Angus t,  1954-  at  10.45  a.m. 

Date  of  receipt  at  Laboratory?  18th  August,  1954. 

Taken  by  C*H0  Street.  Witness?  A.  Scott. 

Taken  from?  Deep  end  swimming  pool,  Horsham  Park, 

Chemical  Results  in  Darts  ner  million 


Appearance 


Bright  with 
and  organi  c 


Colour  Nil 

pH  7o4 

Electric  Conductivity  860 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 
Har dne s s ;  Total 
Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  x  0,017 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  x.  0ol8 
Metals  Absent 


228 


o  o  © 


o  o  o 


very  few  particles  of  mineral 
debris o 

Turbidity  0«7 

Odour  Chlorinous 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  3 
Total  Solids  570 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate  55 

Carbonate  0 . 0  Non-Carbonate 
Nitrite  Nitrogen  less  than  0< 
Oxygen  Absorbed  0o  20 
Residual  Chlorine  1.0 


01 


*  To  Convert^  to  Ammonia  multiply  by  1.21 


Bacteriologi cal  Re  suits 

caKiaow wmat.-osi«Twrv*o  rfcuSna  taaoaiaa^iKrw^gatiinLaarr: 


No.  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agars  • 


On  Agar  .in  3  days  at  20°C  0  per  ml. 

On  Agar'  in  1  day  at  37°C  0  per  ml. 

On  Agar'  in  2  days  at  37°C  0  per  ml. 

o  Probable 

Presumptive  Coli-Aerogenes  Reaction  Present  in  -  Absent  from  lOCLper  IOC 
Bacto  Coli.  (^ype  1)  Present  in  -  Absent  from  100  per  100 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction  Present  in  -  Absent  from  100  per  100 


Report?  This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance s 

just  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals® 
It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the  highest 
standard  of  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  indicative 
of  water  suitable  for  swimming  bath  purposes. 
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COPT  OF  REPORT  ON  SAMPLE  OF  WATER 


Date  and  time  sample  was  taken:  12th  October,  1954  at  11*20  a.m. 

Date  of  receipt  at  Laboratory:  12th  October,  1954* 

Taken  by:  C*H*  Street*  Witness:  A*  Scott* 

Taken  from:  Tap  off  outlet  from  Star  reservoir,  Crawley  Road* 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million 

Appearance  Bright  with  very  few  mineral  particles* 

Turbidity:  Less  than  3 

Colour  6  Odour:  Nil 

pH  7*5  Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  5 

Electric  Conductivity  345  Total  Solids:  230 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  22  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate :  110 

Carbonate:  110  Non-Carbonate:  45 
Nitrite  Nitrogen:  Less  than  0*01 
0*000  Oxygen  Absorbed:  0.80 

0*046  Residual  Chlorine:  Absent 

Absent 


Hardness:  Total  155 
Nitrate  Nitrogen:  2^0 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Metals: 


Bacteriological  Results 
No*  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar:- 


On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20°  C 
On  Agar  in  1  day  at  37°  C 
On  Agar  in  2  days  at  37°  C 


90  per  ml. 
28  per  ml, 
33  per  ml* 


Presumptive  Coli-Aerogenes  Reaction  Present  in 
Bact*  Coli  (Type  l)  Present  in  - 
Cl*  We lchii  Reaction  Present  in  - 


Probable  Number 
Absent  from  100  per  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  per  100  ml* 
Absent  from  100  per  100  ml. 


Report :  This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 

just  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals*  The  water 
is  moderately  hard  in  character  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or 
mineral  constituents  in  solution*  It  is  free  from  noticeable  colour  and 
of  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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COPY  OF  REPORT  ON  SAMPLE  OP  WATER 


Date  and  time  sample  was  taken:  13th  May*  1954  at  9.30  a.m. 
Date  of  receipt  at  Laboratory?  14th  May*  1954° 

Taken  by?  C.H.  Street* 

Taken  from  Tap  over  sink  in  kitchen*  24*  Redford  Avenue. 


Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million 


Appearance 


Very  faint  opalescence  with  a  slight 
Deposit.  Microscopical  examination? 
.Amorphous  mineral  debris. 

Turbidity?  3 

Colour?  3  Odour?  Faintly  earthy 

pH  7°  5  Taste?  Earthy-chlorinous 

Electric  Conductivity  433  Total  Solids?  305 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride?  23  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate  ?  I85 

Hardness?  Total  180  Carbonate?  180  Non-Carbonate?  0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen?  0.6  Nitrite  Nitrogen?  Less  than  0.01 

■Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.005  Oxygen  Absorbed?  0.35 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0.025  Residual  Chlorine:  Absent. 

Metals:  Irons  0.20  Other  metals  absent.  Tar  acids  (total  by  direct 
determination)?  Absent  (less  than  0.05)  Thiocyanate  (CNS)? 
Absent  (Less  than  0.02). 

Bacteriological  Results 

No.  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agars- 

On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20°  C  3  per  ml. 

On  Agar  in  1  day  at  37°  C  48  per  ml. 

On  Agar  in  2  days  at  37°  C  4  per  ml.  _  .  ^  „  . 

Probable  Uumt 

Presumptive  Coli-Aerogenes  Reaction  Present  in  -  Absent  from  100  per  100  1 
Bact.  Coli  fT^rpe  l)  Present  in  -  Absent  from  100  per  100  e 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction  Present  in  -  Absent  from  100  per  100  n 

Report?  This  sample  has  slight  opalescence  and  deposit*  the  turbidity  bein 
noticeable  but  not  marked.  The  water  is  just  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neut: 
lity*  is  moderately  hard  in  character*  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or 
mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
minute  trace  of  iron0  It  is  also  free  from  noticeable  colour  and  of  sati 
factory  organic  quality  but  the  sample  has  a  distinct  and  objectionable 
earthy-chlorinous  taste.  Bacterial  purity  is  very  satisfactory.  The  fain 
odour  and  distinct  taste  do  not  affect  wholesomeness .  Apart  from  these 
features*  the  results  are  indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitaW 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Prior  to  decontrol  of  livestock  and  meat  a  survey  was  made  of  the 
seven  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  six  of  which  had  not  been  used 
since  January,  1940.  The  seventh,  built  on  modem  lines  in  1938 >  was 
used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a  central  slaughterhouse  during  the 
period  of  control;  the  Ministry  having  enlarged  the  hanging  space  and 
lairage,  and  improved  the  equipment,, 

Of  the  six  disused  slaughterhouses,  two  were  considered  suitable 
for  re-opening  if  modernised,  and  four  entirely  unsuitable  for  use. 

The  Council,  therefore,  decided  to  refuse  licences  in  regard  to  these 
four,  and  to  ask  for  the  improvement  of  the  two  former. 

Appeals  were  lodged  in  two  of  the  cases  where  licences  had  been 
refused,  At  the  Court  hearings  of  these  appeals,  the  owners  of  the 
slaughterhouses  admitted  that  the  premises  were  unsuitable  for  use  but 
stated  that  they  v/ere  prepared  to  cany  out  whatever  work  was  necessary 
to  make  them  fit.  The  magistrates  therefore  allowed  the  appeals.  One 
of  these  slaughterhouses  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is  now  in  use;  the  other 
is  still  out  of  use. 

Of  the  two  considered  to  be  suitable  for  use,  one  has  been  modernised 
The  owner  of  the  other  has  informed  the  Council  that  it  is  not  proposed  to 
ask  for  a  licence. 

After  discussion  with  butchers  in  the  Area,  and  in  accordance  with 
their  wish,  the  Council  decided  to  take  over  at  an  agreed  rental  the 
slaughterhouse  which  had  been  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  is  proving  satisfactory.  Butchers,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  trading 
in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  as  well  as  wholesalers  from  further 
afield,  are  having  animals  killed  at  this  slaughterhouse. 

The  Council  employ  a  contractor  to  do  the  killing. 

During  the  year  a  bacon  factory  with  slaughterhouse  was  built. 

The  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  in  September,  and  the  factory  is  in  use. 
Inspections  at  the  Central  Slaughterhouse  and  the  Bacon  Factory  are 
carried  out  at  all  times  during  killing,  and  all  animals  killed  in  the 
District  for  human  consumption  are  also  inspected. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

1954- 


Steers 

and 

Heifers 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Numbers  killed 
and  inspected 

1982 

469 

39 

2841 

5380 

6465 

All  diseases 

except 

Tuberculosis: 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned 

3 

8 

- 

8 

22 

32 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

549 

145 

10 

19 

725 

899 

Percentage 
affected  wllh 
diseases 
other  than 
Tuberculosis 

27.85^ 

32. 62$ 

25.64$ 

0.95$ 

13.88$ 

14.40$ 

Tuberculosis 

only: 

V/hole  Chrcases 
condemned 

1 

5 

2 

6 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

133 

134 

5 

3 

91 

Percentage 

affected 

with 

Tuberculosis 

6.7  6$ 

25.37?? 

12.84$ 

0.17$ 

0.00$ 

1.50$ 

Total  killed  and  inspected:  17 «  176 


HOUSING 


1*  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year: 

(1)  a.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts) . . .  60 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  141 

(2)  a*,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-heading  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 


Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ... .  28 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  52 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . . . .  11 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ......  14 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year: 

a.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 ,  10  and  1 6  of 
the  Housing  Act,  193&  to  1949 ' 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 


a.  By  Owners  . . . .  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners .  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . . . .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: - 

a.  By  Owners  . . . .  1 

b.  By  Local  Authority .  0 
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4.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  to  1949 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  given  "by  the  Owner  to 
repair  . . . . . . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  fulfilled  . .  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 

demolished . . . . . . .  0 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  to  1949:- 

(l)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  . . . . . . . .  2 

5.  Housing  Act,  1936  to  1949  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding:  - 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . . . . .  52 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  55 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 201 

(4)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  0 

(5)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year . . .  1 

(6)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  3 

(7)  Number  of  formal  notices  to  abate  overcrowding 

served  . . . . .  0 

(8)  Number  of  notices  complied  with  . . . .  0 

6.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: 

(1)  Where  Demolition  Order  has  been  made  and 

converted  to  Closing  Order  under  the  above  Act. •  0 

(2)  Where  Closing  Order  had  been  issued  work  has 

been  carried  out  . . .  1 

7.  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act,  195^- :~ 

(l)  Applications  made  by  Occupiers  for  Certificates 

of  Disrepair  and  issued  by  the  Local  Authority..  2 

8.  Housing  Act,  1949  -  Improvement  Grants 

(l)  Number  of  premises  inspected  for  the  purpose 

of  Improvement  Grant  . . . . .  9 
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HORSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  1954 
Statistics  &  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  1954 


Area  (Acres)  ..  ..  .  79,182 

Population  at  Census  1951  (excludes  Three  Bridges  area).  27,489 

Estimated  resident  civilian  population,  mi d-1954  ..  ..  43,080 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  195^-)  according  to 

the  Rate  Books  ao  . .  . .  . .  . .  # #  #  ^  b  596 

(Of  the  above  dwellings  80  are  in  Hutted  Camps) 

Rateable  Value  (December  1954)  ..  .  £355,556 

Estimated  Product  of  One  Penny  Rate  to  31. 3.55  ..  ..  £1,350 

EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate -  809  405  404  )  Birth  Rate  19.19  per  1,0C 

(Illegitimate..  18  8  10  )  estimated  R.P.  in  mid- 19^ 

Still  Births  ........  1 6  10  6  )  Rate  per  1,000  Total 

)  Births  =  19.34 

Deaths  .  . . 0  • 0  •  •  . .  350  177  173  Crude  Death  Rate  =  8. 12 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  =  18.23  (using  Comparability  Factor) 

Corrected  Death  Rate  =  8. 03  (using  Comparability  Factor) 

England  <&  Wales  Birth  Rate  =  15*2  Death  Rate=  11*3 

West  Sussex  Rural  Districts  Birth  Rate  =  15.43  Death  Rate  =  11. 67 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  =  Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  &  Abo] 

Deaths  Rate  -per  1.000  Total  Births 

1  1.21 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  . .  22.97 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  19.77 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births . 166.66 

( Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  25. 5) 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  (Cont'd): 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  71(54 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0(0) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  0(0) 


The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1953* 


1. 

2. 

3* 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23- 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  HORSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Males. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis ,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Eronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


7  (6) 

8  (4) 
0  (o) 
0  (o) 

20(20) 
2  (1) 
1  (1) 
25(15) 
19(40) 
2  (2) 
25(22) 

9  (4) 
0  (3) 
6  (3 

10  (9) 

2  (2) 

1  (!) 
0  (0) 
1  (2) 
2  (2) 
0  (0) 
0  (2) 
21(16) 
3  (1) 
6  (5 
2  (1) 
0  (0) 


Females. 

1  W 
1  1 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

2  i°o5 

4  (1) 

5  (2) 

7  (6) 

3  (3) 
17(13) 

0  (0) 

0  (2) 
38(23) 
16(13) 

6  (1) 
37(30) 

3  (5) 

1  (1) 

8  (9) 

3  (4) 

1  (l) 

0  (1) 

0  (1 
0  (2) 

0  (0) 

1  (0 

1  (3( 
17(16) 

1  (2) 

1  (?) 

0  (0) 

1  (0) 


years  1938  to  1948. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  greater  part  of  the  Horsham  Rural  District,  apart  from  two 
large  brickworks  at  Warhham  and  Southwater,  is  essentially  an  agricultural 
and  residential  area.  In  the  north-east  comer,  however,  is  the  "New 
Town"  of  Crawley,  -  which  now  has  a  greater  population  than  any  town  in 
West  Sussex,  apart  from  Worthing  and  Bognor  Regis. 

When  the  Crawley  Development  Corporation  was  formed  in  1947  ,  the 
population  of  what  is  now  the  area  of  the  New  Town  was  approximately 
9,000.  Apart  from  a  few  factory  and  railway  workers  who  were  employed 
locally,  there  were  many  residents  who  travelled  daily  to  London  to  work. 

In  addition  there  were  small  farms  and  market  gardens. 

By  the  end  of  1954  the  population  had  increased  to  nearly  24,000,  the 
vast  majority  of  new  residents  having  moved  from  the  London  area.  Of 
these,  nearly  all  the  incoming  workers  are  employed  in  Crawley,  and  are 
therefore  living  within  easy  reach  of  their  work  places.  The  fact  that 
long  and  tiring  daily  journeys  are  no  longer  necessary,  the  greatly 
improved  conditions  met  with  in  the  factories  and  the  advantages  result¬ 
ing  from  modem  housing  and  purer  air,  are  all  factors  which  must  contribute 
to  a  better  standard  of  living  and  to  conditions  more  favourable  to  physical 
well-being.  The  population  of  Crawley  is  an  unusually  youthful  one. 

Whereas  in  the  National  Census  of  1951  it  was  shown  that  35$  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  England  and  Wales  was  45  years  of  age  or  older,  and  65$  below,  in 
Crawley  approximately  are  under  the  age  of  45  years.  This  fact  is 
obviously  of  importance  in  considering  the  vital  statistics  of  the  area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OP  THE  RURAL  AUTHORITY 


(a)  Medical : 

Kenneth  N.  Maws  on,  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part-time  with 
other  districts  in  the  Sanitary  Combine; 
also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and 
School  M.Oo  to  the  West  Sussex  County  Council. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors; 

V.  Bartrim,  M.  S. I.  A,  ,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

L.J.B.  Baker,  Sanitary  Inspector 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Cont'd. ) 


A.D.  Batty,  M.  So  Io  A>  ,  M.R.San.1.  ,  Additional 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors”  Examination  Joint 
Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
Certificate  of  the  Institute  of  Hygiene  in 
General  Hygiene. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
in  Sanitary  Science  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works. 


Wo  Dascombe ,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  Joint 
Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


(To  April  17th,  1954) 

To  Steel.  M»  S.  I.  A,  ,  Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


(From  May  24  th  5  1954) 


Most  of  the  public  health  matters  in  which  the  Council  are 
concerned  are  dealt  with  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee.  Since 
April  1953  matters  arising  in  Crawley  have  been  the  responsibility 
of  the  Crawley  Parochial  Committee.  Naturally  the  Housing  and 
Drainage  Committee  is  also  concerned  to  some  extent  in  matters  of 
public  health. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


The  following  cases  among  the  civilian  population  were  notified 
during  1554-  The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  corresponding 

number  for  the  previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough . . 

Measles  . . 

Erysipelas  . 

Pneumonia  . . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Poliomyelitis . . . 

Dysentery . .  . . 

Cerebro -Spinal  Meningitis  . 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  .......... 

Paratyphoid  B  . . . 

Food  Poisoning . .  ..... 

T  UBERCI?  I,  0  S  I  S 

The  number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  =  65 

Pulmonary  Males  23  Non-Pulmonary  Males  3 
Pulmonary  Females  37  Non-Pulmonary  Females  2 

There  were  5  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  three  males  and  two  females, 
(four  from  pulmonary  disease  and  one  from  other  types). 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  31st 
December,  19  54-,  was  232. 


20  (50) 
67  (122) 
49  (807) 
0  (l) 

10  (25) 
2  (1) 
2  (7 

15  (4) 

0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 
8  0 


DIPHTHERIA  I.  l.'.DKISATION 


During  the  year  615  children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  120  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  14.  years,  received  the  full  course  of  immunisation. 

In  addition  928  children,  who  had  previously  been  protected,  were  given 
a  "reinforcing”  dose,  this  figure  being  an  improvement  on  the  previous 
years. 

LMbOluVrCRI  FACILITIES 


Routine  bacteriological  work  throughout  the  year  was  again  referred 
mainly  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  West  Hill  House,  Epsom,  but 
milk  samples  for  biological  examination  were  sent  to  the  Brighton  Labora¬ 
tory. 

The  steady  increase  each  year  continues  in  the  number  of  specimens 
of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 

Service. 
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ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  now  rests  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and 
no  longer  with  Local  Sanitary  Authorities.  In  this  area,  however, 
the  previous  practice  whereby  practitioners  wishing  to  arrange  admissior 
of  such  cases  approach  the  Health  Department  has  been  continued  and  worl 
smoothly,  both  in  and  out  of  "office  hours".  Under  this  scheme  the 
Department  is  infomed  of  the  cases  much  sooner  and  the  practitioner  is 
relieved  of  the  necessity  of  making  several  possibly  lengthy  telephone 
calls. 

The  following  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  admitted  during 
the  period  ending  31st  December,  1954:- 

Swandean  Isolation  Hospital: 


Scarlet  Fever . . . .  1 

Foredown  Isolation  Hospital: 

Scarlet  Fever . . . .  1 

Dysentery  .  2 


Poliomyelitis  ( Non-Paralytic ).  ... .  2 


Redhill  County  Hospital: 

Pneumonia . . .  2 

Sussex  Isolation  Hospital; 

Scarlet  Fever  . 1 


Carterbridge  Nursing  Home,  Re i gate: 


Pneumonia 


1 
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WATER: 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


PLACE 

Samples 

taken 

Bact. 

Chem. 

.  — — • 

Satisfactory 

B.  Coli  present 
over  3  per 

100  ml. 

Adversane 

9 

9 

m m 

9 

Bil  lingshurs  t 

7 

7 

- 

7 

• 

Coneyhurst 

9 

9 

- 

9 

- 

Coolham 

7 

7 

7 

- 

Cowfold 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Crawley 

63 

63 

- 

62 

1 

Horsham  Rural 

21 

20 

1 

21 

- 

Itchingfield 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Partridge  Green 

8 

8 

- 

8 

- 

Rudgwick 

8 

6 

2 

8 

- 

Shipley 

9 

9 

- 

9 

— 

SI infold 

11 

11 

— 

10 

1 

TOTALS: 

101 

98 

3 

99 

2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  and  the 
estimated  population  in  each  Parish  supplied  with  main  water: 


PARISH 

No.  of  dwelling 
houses  supplied 
with  Main  Water 
direct  to  the 
houses. 

No.  of  huts 
supplied  with 

Main  Water  by 

Means  of  Stand- 
Pipes. 

Estimated 

Population 

Bi llingshurs t 

795 

— 

2941 

Cowfold 

304 

- 

1125 

Crawley 

7065 

- 

26140 

Horsham  Rural 

1178 

- 

4359 

Itchingfield 

225 

- 

832 

Lower  Beeding 

266 

- 

9% 

Nut hurst 

260 

- 

962 

Rudgwick 

367 

- 

135s 

Rusper 

200 

- 

740 

Shipley 

319 

— 

1180 

Slinfold 

269 

80 

1291 

Wamham 

409 

- 

1513 

West  Gtinstead 

388 

— 

1436 

TOTALS: 

12125 

80 

44861 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  ( Cont  * d. ) 

New  houses  connected  to  main  supply  . . . .  2004 

Existing  houses  connected  to  main  supply  .  18 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supply :- 

Bacteriological  . . .  24 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory :- 

Bacteriological  , . •  •  •  • . . . .  19 

INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Number  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

Formal  . 71 

Informal  . . .  •  •  . . . . 424 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with:- 

Formal  . 51 

Informal  . 453 

Complaints  received . 435 

Inspections  . . 1644 

Re-inspections  . 1798 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food: 

Food  Premises: 

Inspections  . 724 

Bakehouses : 

Number  on  register  . 14 

Inspections  . . 54- 

Defects  found . 7 

Defects  remedied  . 7 

Hi lk  Supply : 

Dairies: 

Number  registered  . 2 

Visits  of  inspection  . 6l 

Number  of  Registered  Purveyors  of  Milk  .  41 


Inspections,  etc.  ( Cont ' d.  ) 
Dealers  *  Licences 


Tuberculin  Tested  . . 32 

Accredited  . 1 

Pasteurised . 29 

Sterilised  . 20 

T.  T.  Pasteurised . 11 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949: 

( a)  Statutory . . .  - 

(b)  Informal  .  13 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with: 

(a)  Statutory  . . . . 

(b)  Informal  . 9 


MILK  SAMPLES: 

Biological  examination  of  milk: 


No,  of 

samples 

taken 

Biological  exam¬ 
ination  not 
completed  owing 
to  death  of 
guinea  pig. 

Mycobac t  erium 
tuberculosis 

Brucella 

Abortus 

Brucella 

infection- 

probably 

Brucella 

Abortus 

328 

5 

5 

38 

6 

In  all  cases  wrhere  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  or  of  Abortus 
Fever  was  detected,  information  was  sent  to  the  Veterinary  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  through  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Every 
effort  was  then  made,  in  the  case  of  tuberculous  infection,  to  find  the 
animal  responsible,  with  a  view  to  its  removal  from  the  herd  and  ultimate 
slaughter. 


Mi  He  Sanrples  (Cont'd) 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milk: 


Designation 

Samples  taken 

Up  to 
standard 

Belov/  standard 
Failed  Methylene 
Blue  Test 

T. T.  Pasteurised 

31 

31 

Tuberculin  Tested 

18 

18 

- 

Pasteurised 

22 

22 

- 

Sterilised 

- 

— 

— 

Totals : 

71 

71 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1958. 
Number  of  Notices  served: 


(a)  Statutory  . . . * .  2 

(b)  Informal  . . . .  •  30 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with: 

(a)  Statutory  .  . . .  1 

(b)  Informal  . . .  40 


Ice  Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 


ice  cream  ......... . . .  95 

Visits  paid  ........... . . .  72 

Number  of  ice  cream  samples  taken .  36 


No.  of  samples 
taken 

Provisional 
Grade  1. 

Provisional 
Grade  11. 

Provisional 
Grade  111. 

Provisional 
Grade  IV 

36 

30 

5 

1 

- 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS: 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  examined  during  the  year 
and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food:- 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods  (Cont’d.  ) 


Beef  . . 314  IBs. 

Pork .  426  lbs* 

Mutton .  27  lbs. 

Bacon  .  6  lbs. 

Sausages  . *  44  lbs. 

Tinned  ham  . 23  lbs. 

Cheese  . . . , . . .  28  lbs. 

Tinned  sausages  .  4  tins 

Tinned  kidneys  . 1  tin 

Tinned  Ox  Tongues . . . .  3  tins 

Tinned  meat . 43  tins 

Tinned  fruit . 233  tins 

Tinned  fish  . .  6  tins 

Tinned  vegetables .  35  tins 

Tinned  milk . 35  tins 

Tinned  soup  . . .  8  tins 

Paste  . . 2  jars 

Preserve . 10  tins 

Pickle . 1  jar 

Sauce  . . 1  bottle 

Beef  Suet  . . 2  pkts. 

Shredded  Wheat . . . 1  pkt. 

Ice  cream  cones  . .  4000 

Miscellaneous  tins  9 

Outworkers*  Premises: 

Inspections . . . * .  14 

Moveable  Dwellings : 

Inspections  . . 92 

Number  of  notices  served  .  7 

Public  House  Conveniences: 

Inspections .  37 

Infectious  Disease: 

Visits  of  enquiry  . . 74 

Rooms  disinfected  . . 6 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Pleas  etc. 


No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  vermin 
No.  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  ...... 


♦  •  •  • 


12 

9 
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Drainage  Work: 


Drains  relaid  and  tested  . . . .  53 

Houses  connected  to  main  drainage  .  53 

Houses  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  ....  1 6 

Privies  converted  to  E.  C. ’ s . . . 

E. C. * s  converted  to  W.  C. 1 s  .................  29 

Dustbins: 

New  dustbins  supplied  . . 198 

Rodent  Control: 

No.  of  complaints  received . . .  458 

No.  of  infested  premises  found  as  a 

result  of  survey . . . 10 60 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed . 14621 

Estimated  number  of  mice  killed  .  124 


Number  of  rats  picked  up  after  treatment  . . 2242 
Number  of  mice  picked  up  after  treatment  . .  27 

During  the  year  the  year  the  Council’s  sewers  were  tested,  with 
negative  results. 

,  .  •  «  i  .  '  .  ‘  .< . 

Knackers  Yards: 


Number  of  premises  registered . .  2 

Inspections  . . .  30 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Since  1st  July,  meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  at  four 
private  slaughterhouses  within  the  Rural  District.  Temporary 
licences  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  amended  by  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954*  were  issued  to  the  occupiers  of 
these  slaughterhouses  pending  the  compliance  with  a  schedule  of  works 
which  were  necessary  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  standard. 

263  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  these  slaughterhouses. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  particulars  of  meat  and  offals 
condemned. 
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Meat  Inspection  (Continued) 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Number 
slaughtered 
&  Inspected 

130 

51 

549 

265 

975 

Fade  or  part  carcasses  condemned  due  to  Tuberculosis: 

Weight 


1  pig's  head  20  lbs. 

2  Sets  Beasts'  lungs  18  lbs. 

Total:  58  lbs. 

HOUSING 

Inspection  of  dwe 1 1 inghou s e s  during  the  year: - 


A. 


Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  visited  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  J  ocoo.oo.oosoooooo.. 60"7 

Housing  Acts 

(l)  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection 

were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  123 


(2)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  in  consequence  of  informal 


action 


ooooo9ooe«o«oo9ooooo06«ooeoaao»d«a 


(3)  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
local  authority  with  a  view  to 


17 


(a)  serving  of  notices  requiring  the 
execution  of  works  (Sec.  9 )  ........... 

(b)  the  malting  of  Demolition  Orders  (Sec.  11 )  18 

(c)  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ( Sec. 12).. 

(4)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 
execution  of  works  (Sec.  9)  ............... 

(5)  The  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  such  formal  notices  ............ 


50 


Housing  (Cont'd) 

( 6 )  The  number  of  ( a)  Demolition  Orders  made  . . . . 

(b)  Closing  Orders  made . 

(7)  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  under  Sec. 11(3) 9 


Housing  Act ,  193&  . .  18 

(8)  The  number  of  houses  demolished .  3 

B.  Public  Health  Acts 


(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 


to  be  remedied  ............... . . . 65 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  (a)  by  owners . . . .  47 


(b)  by  local  authority  in  default 
of  owners  . . . . 


Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  IV )  -  Overcrowding 


(a) 

lo 

Number 

2. 

of  the 
Number 

3o 

Number 

OO 

Number 

(c) 

during 

Number 

13 

during 

Number 

Number 

of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

year  . . . . . 

of  families  dwelling  therein . 

of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 


of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

the  year  oooooeooc>eooo.oo.oo.oo»o«..ooo 

of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

the  year  . . . . . 

of  formal  notices  to  abate  overcrowding 
of  formal  notices  complied  with  . 


3 

4 
28 


5 

8 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: - 


(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3?  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities:- 


No.  on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

30 

20 

- 

- 

51. 


Factories  Act  1957  ( Cont ’ d.  ) 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority: - 


No.  on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

343 

18k 

23 

- 

(3)  Totals  of  (l)  and  (2):- 


No.  on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

173 

2QA 

23 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: - 


Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...... 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

Insufficient  .......... 

8 

7 

Unsuitable  or  defective. . 

9 

6 

Not  separate  for  sexes  .  • 

1 

1 

TOTAL: 

19 

15 
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PETWORTK  RURAL  DISTRICT  1954 
Statistics' &  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  1 22t 


Area  (Acres)  ..  ..  .  45,495 

Population  at  Census,  1951  .  9,184 


Estimated  resident  population,  mid-1954  .  9?450 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  according  to  the 


Rate  Books  . .  .  „  . . .  5,029 

Rateable  Value  . .  . . £59,l6l 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate . .  .  £235 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate  . 

.  *  137 

68 

69  ) Birth  Rate  14*60per 

( Illegitimate  . . . . 

1 

0 

1  ) 1,000  estimated  R*P* 
in  mid-1954* 

5 

3 

2  )Rate  per  1,000  total 
) births  36.49* 

71 

55  Death  Rate  =  13*33 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  Factor  =  16*79 
Death  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  Factor  =  9*73 

England  &  Y/ales  Birth  Rate  =  15*2  Death  Rate  =  11. 3 


West  Sussex  Rural  Districts  Birth  Rate  =  12*26  Death  Rate  =  15*50 


Deaths  from  Pregpancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  =  0 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births . . .  29*19 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  .  29*41 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  .  0.00 

(Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  &  Y/ales .  25*5) 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  ( Cont '  d.  ) :  - 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  25  (1?) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  C  (o) 

Deaths  from  "Whooping  (all  ages)  ..........  0  (0; 


The  figures  in  "brackets  are  for  1953 • 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  THE  PETWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis ,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5«  "Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9«  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14*  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo  denim 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34*  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES: 


Males  Females 

1  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (c) 

0  (0)  0  (c) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  c  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

1  (1)  1  (0) 

3  (3)  0  (0) 

0  (0  3  (3) 

0  (0)  2  (2) 

9  (2  6  (6 

1  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

10  (6)  9(11) 

13  (8)  8  (2) 

1  (0)  1  (3) 

15  (7)  9(13) 

2  (3)  2  (0) 

1  (3)  1  (33 

4  (4)  2  (4) 

1  (0)  1  (l) 

1  (0)  0  (0) 

1  (1  ^  (° 

0  (0)  1  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

1  (2)  0  (°) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

0  (2)  1  (0) 

5  (9  4  (3) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

1  (1)  1  (0) 

0  (c)  0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  shown  in  above  table  have  not  been  corrected  by 
"Comparability  Factor * "  This  figure  was  not  available  for  the  years 

1938-1948. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OP  THE  RURAL  AUTHORITY 

(a.)  Medical; 

Kenneth  N„  Maws  on,  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.  P„  H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part-time  with 
other  districts  in  the  Sanitary  Combine; 
also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and 
School  M.  Oo  to  the  West  Sussex  County  Councilo 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors; 

Norman  Green ,  14  R.  San,  I,  ,  A,  II  I»  San,  E.  ,  II  S.  I,  A. 
Incorporated  Sanitary  Engineer . 

1.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 
Board  for  Sanitary  Inspectors., 

2.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

3*  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Advanced  Knowledge  of  the  Duties  of  a 
Sanitary  Inspector* 

Certificate  for  Associate  Membership  Exam¬ 
ination  of  the  Institution  of  Sanitary 
Engineers, 

5«  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
in  Sanitary  Science  applied  to  Buildings  & 

Public  Works, 

6 o  Certificate  (Hons.  )  of  the  Institute  of 
Hygiene  in  General  Hygiene. 

J.D„  Iiackford,  IvjSoI.  A,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

1.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination  Joint  Board. 

2.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

3.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in 
Sanitary  Science  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works. 

There  is  no  Public  Health  Committee  in  the  Petworth  Rural  District,  -  the 
monthly  and  annual  reports  of  the  Health  Department  being  presented  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Council. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


There  was  little  change  in  the  general  social  conditions  of  the 
district  during  the  year  under  review..  The  building  of  new  houses  by 
the  local  authority  and  private  enterprise  continued,  the  latter 
increasing  in  pace  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  re-conditioning 
or  demolition  of  ’condemned'  dwellings  continued  at  a  reduced  rate, 
the  difficulty  in  re-conditioning  being  due  to  a  shortage  of  building 
labour  and  of  getting  the  dwellings  vacant  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
work.  In  some  cases  pressure  will  have  to  be  exercised  to  get  the 
dwellings  vacated  and  re -conditioned  or  demolished., 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  figures 
in  brackets  indicate  the  corresponding  number  for  the  previous  year:- 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Diphtheria 
Poliomyelitis 
Puerperal  I^rexia 


OOOOOOOOOOGOOOO 


0000000000  000000000© 
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0000000000000000900 
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©00090009000099000 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  =  9 


Pulmonary  Males  4  Non-Pu Imonary  Males  0 
Pulmonary  Females  4  Non-Pulraonary  Females  1 


There  was  one  male  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  Decembe 
1954,  was  49 o 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  the  year  109  children  under  3  yeans  of  age,  and  20  between 
the  ages  of  3  and  14  years,  received  the  full  course  of  immunisation. 
In  addition  171  children,  who  had  previously  been  protected,  were  given 
a  "reinforcing”  dose. 


57 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


All  bacteriological  work  for  the  District  is  now  carried  out  at 
the  Public  Health  laboratory  at  Portsmouth., 

He  are  indeoted  to  Dr.  Hughes  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation. 

ACCOU'ODATIOK  FOR  ILT3CTI0UB  DISEASE 

Responsibility  for  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  Infectious 
Disease  now  rests  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  various  hospitals  during  the 
period  ending  31st  December  1934:- 


St,  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester: 


Pneumonia  . 


ooooo«o*ooeooooo« 


1 


Petwcrth  Cottage  Hospital: 

GULlO^ll  S»  OOOOOO.OOOO.G.OOOo.  ‘—J  - 


Y/ATER  SUPPLY: 

The  boreholes  at  Kaslingboume  ,  Petworth,  continued  to  supply  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  public  water  supply  during  the  year,  the 
continuous  pimping  rate  being  at  the  rate  of  about  13,000  gallons  per 
hour.  The  supplementary  spring  continued  to  yield,  about  8,000  gallons 
per  hour  and  the  more  recent  acquisition,  known  as  Kaslingboume  springs, 
yields  about  5? 000  gallons  per  hour. 

All  these  supplies  are  discharged  into  one  tank,  where  they  receive 
a  smalD  dose  of  chlorine  (.26  parts  per  million).  They  are  in  contact 
in  a  settling  tank  for  an  average  time  of  about  15  minutes,  then  being 
pumped  into  the  rising  main. 

The  bulk  of  the  water  passes  to  the  high  and  low  level  service 
reservoirs,  but  some  is  fed  direct  from  the  rising  main  into  the  distribu¬ 
tion  mains  for  the  southern  area  of  the  district.  This  practice  will 
cease  when  the  new  medium-level  reservoir,  which  is  now  under  construction, 
is  put  into  service  shortly.  All  water  will  then  have  a  period  of 
storage  before  passing  into  the  distribution  mains. 

The  average  daily  consumption  calculated  over  the  twelve  months  was 
441,150  gallons,  and  is  now  fairly  steady  at  about  that  figure.  The  rise 
in  consumption  is  expected  to  be  small  each  year  for  the  next  few  years. 


Water  Supply  ( Cont  ’  do  ) 


The  only  mains  laid  during  the  year  were  to  supply  a  farm  and 
orchard  land©  and  two  housing  sites ,  as  follows: - 

Roundwyck  Farm,  Kirdford  770  yards,  1"  pipe. 

New  housing  site,  Fittleworth  240  "  3"  " 

»  "  "  Bury  120  "  3"  ” 

Ninety-eight  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year  to  supply 
mains  water  to  farms  and  dwel ling-house sQ  An  order  was  obtained 
authorising  the  Council  to  supply  water  outside  their  statutory  area 
near  Fisherstreeto  This  enabled  a  farm  and  a  few  dwellings  to  obtain 
a  main  supply  at  an  economical.  cost©  Another  combined  scheme  between 
property  owners  was  carried  out  at  North  If old,  Plaistow,  which  enabled 
properties  over  a  mile  away  from  the  main  to  receive  water  at  an  econorc 
ical  cost© 


A  further  178  properties  were  supplied  with  main  water  from  the 
Council's  supply  during  the  year©  Of  the  total  number  of  properties 
in  the  District,  2,864,  or  90©3?6  are  now  connected  to  the  main  water 
supply. 

The  total  number  connected  in  each  parish  was:- 
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The  only  standpipes  approved  in  connection  with  domestic  property 
are  those  for  temporary  supplies,  e©g©  caravans,  'condemned'  cottages 
and  temporary  structures©  In  all  other  cases  a  supply  must  be  taken 
inside  the  dwelling  with  a  tap  direct  from  the  main  over  a  sink. 

A  survey  was  commenced  during  the  year  of  all  those  properties 
which  are  not  connected  to  the  mains©  Many  samples  of  water  from  well 
and  other  private  supplies  were  taken  in  consequence,  and  followed  up 
where  necessary  by  informal  action© 


Sewerage  and  Drainage; 
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The  drainage  scheme  for  "Jisborough  Green,  including  Newpound,  was 
completed  during  the  year.  Properties  not  connected  at  the  close  of 
the  year  numbered  53°  Owners  of  these  properties  have  been  approached 

and  asked  to  co-operate,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  majority  will 
connect  to  the  public  sewer  in  the  near  future . 

The  pumping  station  and  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wisborough  Green 
gave  no  cause  for  concern.  A  sample  of  the  effluent  was  taken  in 
August,  when  the  Analyst’s  comment  was,  "This  sample  shows  a  good  degree 
of  nitrification  and  has  a  moderate  content  of  suspended  matter  and 
organic  matter.  Judged  in  general  terms  the  effluent  is  therefore  of 
good  quality o " 

iorthchapel  sewage  disposal  works  also  continue  to  work  satisfac¬ 
torily  and  a  sample  of  the  effluent  was  reported  upon  as  follows :- 
"This  sample  shows  evidence  of  nitrification  and  has  a  moderate  content 
of  suspended  matter  and  organic  matter.  Judged  in  general  terms  the 
effluent  is  therefore  of  good  quality. " 

The  scheme  for  the  re-construction  of  Petworth  southern  sewage 
outfall  works  was  not  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  and  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  approached 
regarding  advice  on  this  scheme.  Investigations  on  the  proposed  site 
were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  Petworth  northern  sewage  outfall  the  stand-by  petrol  engine 
pumping  plant  was  replaced  by  an  electrically  operated  pump,  and  new 
parts  for  one  of  the  filter  rotary  distributors  have  been  ordered. 

Some  repair  work  still  remains  to  be  done  at  these  works  during  1555° 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  only  one  filter  was  operating 
and  in  consequence  the  quality  of  the  effluent  suffered  somewhat.  The 
Analyst  reported  on  the  effluent  in  August  -  "This  sample  shows  evidence 
of  nitrification  and  judged  on  the  basis  of  biochemical  oxygen  demand 
the  content  of  organic  matter  is  very  moderate.  Organic  content 
judged  from  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  absorbed  is,  however,  greater 
and  this  feature  probably  relates  to  the  comparatively  large  amount  of 
matter  in  suspension.  Judged  in  general  terms  the  effluent  is  not  of 
a  high  standard  of  quality  as  regards  suspended  matter.  ” 

The  repairs  to  the  sewers  in  Petworth  were  satisfactorily  com¬ 
pleted  very  early  in  the  year  and  no  trouble  has  been  experienced  with 
sewers  at  any  other  point  within  the  district,  except  for  a  blockage 
in  a  sewer  newly  laid  at  ITewpound.  This  was  found  to  be  choked  with 
clay  silt  which  had  been  washed  to  that  point  after  the  completion  of 
laying.  Since  attention  was  given  no  further  trouble  has  been  experienced. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage  ( Cont ’ d.  ) 

Other  works  carried  out  during  the  year  included: - 

Laying  a  new  sewer  in  Houghton  Lane,  Bury,  to  drain  the  existing 
and  proposed  Council  dwellings  and  the  commencement  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Bury. 

The  replacement  of  the  bydrostat  pump  at  PI ai stow  Road,  Kirdford, 
by  an  electric  pump  for  raising  effluent  to  a  drain  and  ditch  for 
disposal. 

The  extension  of  the  effluent  drain  at  Townfield,  Kirdford,  so 
that  it  discharges  direct  into  the  river  instead  of  into  a  ditch. 

A  new  distributor  for  the  filter  bed  at  Brewhurst  Lane,  Loxwood, 
was  authorised  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  drawings  for  a  sewerage  scheme  at  Fittleworth  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  delay  being  caused  by  pressure 
of  other  work  and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  details  from  constructional 
engineers  for  the  proposed  river  crossing.  The  final  details  were  to 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  scheme  will 
be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  early  in  1955* 

A  scheme  for  the  enlarging  of  the  sewage  disposal  plant  at 
Nicholsfield  Housing  Estate,  Loxwood,  was  proposed  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  carried  out  next  year. 

The  Council  commenced  a  rate-borne  service  for  emptying  cesspools 
on  the  1st  April,  19 54,  and  continued  to  employ  the  Southern  Counties 
(Cleansing)  Service  Ltd.,  as  heretofore.  Previously  ratepayers  were 
charged  for  this  service  as  required,  but  now  they  are  entitled  to  a 
maximum  number  of  four  emptyings  per  annum,  any  in  excess  of  this  numbei 
being  charged  for  at  cost  price.  The  service  has  continued  to  work 
very  satisfactorily. 

The  number  of  loads  removed  from  cesspools  in  the  period  April- 
December  inclusive  was  79^» 

Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage: 

The  refuse  collection  service  covers  the  v/hole  of  the  District, 
with  a  frequency  of  collection  of  twice  weekly  in  the  central  part  of 
Petworth,  once  weekly  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  town,  and  fortnightly 
in  all  other  villages.  The  more  remote  dwellings  are  visited  once 
monthly  or  by  arrangement,  providing  there  is  suitable  vehicular  access. 
Householders  are  required  to  place  refuse  containers  near  to  the  entranc 
gate  of  their  dwellings,  except  where  one  entrance  serves  several  houses 
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Public  Cleansing;  and.  Salvage  ( Cont  *  d.  ) 

or  where  application  has  been  made  on  the  grounds  of  old  age  and  infirmity 
of  the  occupantso  These  cases  are  investigated  and  instructions  are 
given  to  the  dustmen  to  collect  from  back  doors  in  suitable  cases. 

The  Council  has  considered  the  question  of  requiring  every  house¬ 
holder  to  provide  a  regulation  dustbin  and  has  given  instructions  for 
this  to  be  done. 

Waste  paper  and  other  salvage  materials  are  collected  at  the  same 
time  as  refuse  and  conveyed  in  a  separate  compartment  in  the  refuse 
vehicle. 

All  refuse  is  tipped  in  a  disused  stone  pit  in  a  central  position 

in  the  rural  district  near  Petworth,  being  covered  with  earth  and 

builders’  rubbish  when  this  is  available. 

0 

Ply  infestation  was  not  so  bad  in  1954-  as  in  the  previous  year, 
but  spraying  with  insecticide  was  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Waste  paper  is  baled  at  a  central  depot  in  Petworth,  and  the 
improvement  in  price  of  this  commodity  has  once  again  made  it  an  econom¬ 
ical  proposition,  justifying  the  Council’s  decision  to  maintain  salvage 
operations  for  a  period  of  last  year  when  there  was  a  loss. 

The  rear-loading  refuse  vehicle  continued  to  give  very  good  service 
but  it  was  considered  prudent  to  send  it  back  to  the  makers  for  a  com¬ 
plete  inspection  and  re-painting  after  3ir  years  continuous  service.  The 
reserve  Dennis  side-loading  vehicle  was  brought  into  use  for  a  few  weeks 
and  was  very  successful  in  coping  with  the  work. 

The  amount  of  salvaged  materials  collected  and  sold  during  the  year 

was  as  follows:- 


Item 

Weight 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Value 

S«  do 

Scrap  iron  ............ 

Light  steel  scrap  ..... 

Non-ferrous  metals  .... 

Baled  waste  paper  ..... 

Other  scrap  ........... 

15  -14 

18,  1  - 

4  1- 

45  2  -  - 

1  12  2  25 

-  2, 

45*  — •  b® 

54-.  3° 

15.  11.  3o 

292.  -  3. 

32.  8.  Go 

1 .  16 .  —  0 

TOTALS 

80  -  2  11 

£440.  19®  60 
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Public  Cleansing,  and  Salvage  ( Cont ’  d.  ) 


The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  rear- 
loading  moving  floor  vehicle  and  include  the  figures  for  the  same  vehia 
for  the  previous  two  years 


1952 

1953 

1954 

Average  number  of  loads  collected 
and  conveyed  to  refuse  tip  per  week 

10.5 

10.8 

H.5 

Miles  run  per  week  . . . . 

157.1 

I64 

170 

Petrol  used  per  week  (gallons)  .... 

26.2 

25*3 

26.2 

% 

Miles  per  gallon  . 

6.12 

6. 73 

6.48 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Housing  Act,  1936 

The  steady  progress  on  the  repair  of  unfit  properties  has 
continued  during  the  year.  A  considerable  number  of  cottages,  on 
which  undertakings  to  carry  out  works  have  been  given  by  the  owners 
following  formal,  action  under  Sections  11  or  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  were  vacant  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  will  not  be  relet  until 
made  fit  to  the  Council’s  satisfaction. 

The  demand  for  accommodation  has  been  considerably  eased  by  the 
68  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  by  the  Council  at  Wisborough 
Green,  Loxwood  and  Northchapel. 

More  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  Improvement  Grants  available 
to  owners  under  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  1954 ?  which  extend 
the  grant  available  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949 ?  to  almost  all  houses. 
Thirteen  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  during  the 
year;  -  in  eight  cases  the  applications  were  approved  by  the  Council  ant 
two  applications  are  still  under  consideration. 

Only  one  application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  for  a  Certificatt 
of  Disrepair  under  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  1954* 

Tabulated  details  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  showing  the  position 
at  31st  December,  1954?  are  set  out  on  a  separate  sheet  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  this  report. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District; 
Housing  Act ,  19 56  ( Cont 1 q„  ) 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  during  the 
year  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  <> » . . . . . .  „ . . . . . 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations  „ « 


000000900 


O  C  O  O  O  O  * 


OOOOOOOOOO 


000000*00 


0  *  0  0  0  0  0 


40 


16 


Total  number  of  other  housing  visits  made  during  the  year  . „ . 9 „  195 


The  following  eight  dwelling-houses  have  been  made  fit  during 
the  year  as  a  result  of  formal  action,  taken  after  inspection  of  the 
houses  during  the  Rural  Housing  Surveys  - 


4  Norfolk  Cottages,  Bury 

Elm  View,  Plaistow 

Loves  Pam  Cottage,  Wisborough  Green 

1  “  2  Deal  Cottages,  Pit tie worth  (  Two  made  into  one) 

Malthouse  Cottages,  Kirdford  (  ”  "  "  M  ) 

295"296  North  Street,  Petworth  (  n  n  n  n  j 

306— 307  M  M  w  (  "  »  w  »  ) 

Midland  Cottages,  Wisborough  Green  (  "  n  "  n  ) 

The  following  two  dwelling-houses  (which  were  the  subject  of 
Demolition  Orders)  have  been  demolished  during  the  year:- 


BungaJLow,  Colhook  Brickworks,  Petworth 
Bungalow,  Nevilles  Wood,  Wisborough  Green 

Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

Details  of  the  notices  served  and  complied  with  during  the  year, 
requiring  the  execution  of  works  of  repair  to  dwelling-houses,  are  as 

follows  s  - 

Statutory  notices  served  „  <,  <>  <>  *  0  . » .  0 <, . » .  Nil 
Statutory  notices  complied  with  . , » •  • . .  Nil 
Statutory  notices  outstanding  „ « * „ . „ . * «  1 

Informal  notices  served  <,000. „..»o  5 

Informal  notices  complied  with  „  <>  „ » . « 0 «  1 

Informal  notices  outstanding  ,  <>  •  „  0 .  «>  <, . «  5 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 


No  foimal  action  was  commenced  under  this  section  during  the  yearc 
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Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ( Cont ' d.  ) 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  owners  and  accepted  by 
Council  to  carry  out  works  to  make  houses  fit  for 


habitation .  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  made  fit .  5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished .  2 


Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

During  the  year  formal  action  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  193^5  was  commenced  in  the  case  of  two  houses  which  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  were  not  considered  to  be  repairable 
at  a  reasonable  expense. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  . . . .  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  terminated  after  being  made  fit  for 
habitation  .  3 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  owners  and  accepted 
by  Council  not  to  relet  after  the  expiration  of  the 
existing  tenancy  unless  and  until  v/ork  has  been  carried 
out  to  make  fit  for  habitation . . . . .  1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Details  of  the  notices  served,  etc. ,  during  the  year  requiring 
the  execution  of  works  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  are  as  follows: 


Statutory  notices  served . 8 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  .  6 

Work  carried  out  by  Council  in  default  of 

owner  . . 9 

Statutory  notices  outstanding  . . Nil 

Informal  notices  served  .  118 

Informal  notices  complied  with . 99 

Informal  notices  outstanding .  60 
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Public  Health  Act,  1956  ( Cent ' d.  ) 


Inspections  carried  out  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  etc. , 
included?" 


Water  supply  ....... 

Water  samples  taken 
Drainage  .00. ..co... 
Sewerage  ..ocooooo.o 


O  O  9  • 

O  O  O  O 

©  O  o  © 

o  o  o  © 


OOOOOOOOCOOOOCOO* 

ooe>oo*ooo©oecoo©o 

•  oooooocooooooooc 
0000*0000000000*0 


Refuse  collection 
Refuse  disposal 
Public  Conveniences  . 
Cemeteries 
Petroleum  storage 
Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits 


OCOOOO0©OOOOO 
00*00*0000*0*00 

0*00000000 

00000000*00  COOOOOOO 

oo«  *000000000 


©4*oo*o©oooe 

•  o*oo«oqg*o 

ooooooooooo 

0*000000000 

OOOOOOOOOOO 

•  •00*000000 


663 

250 

390 

341 

81 

94 

84 

36 

50 

55 


Camping  Sites  and  Loveable  Dwellings 


One  prosecution  was  instituted  by  the  Council  in  the  case  of 
a  caravan  which  was  stationed  and  occupied  without  a  licence,  and  this 
resulted  in  the  vacation  of  the  caravan® 


Camping  sites  licensed  » ® . . . » . . 0 . . ®  . . « . . 0 ®  Nil 
Moveable  Dwellings  licensed  . . . .  ®  ®  ®  ® . . . .  ® .  23 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...o.. .........  55 

Informal  notices  served  0000000.  .coco®®®  2 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ® . .0.0.000®  1 

Informal  notices  outstanding  » .  1 


Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises 


Bed  Bugs: 


Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 


houses  inspected  ooooooooocooo.o 
visits  of  inspection  „  ® . ® . ® . o . . . 
rooms  fumigated  oooooooooooooo. 


20 

41 

11 


Fleas? 


Number  of  houses 
Number  of  visits 
Number  of  houses 


inspected 
of  inspection 
disinfested  00.000.000000 


00000  00000000 


00*00*00*00 


4 

10 

3 


Dirty  Houses  ? Number  of  houses  inspected 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection 
Number  of  houses  cleansed 


OOOO0OOOOOOOOO* 


•  000 


000000*0*00000*0 


1 

2 

Nil 


Following  complaint,  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  sub¬ 
sequent  treatment  was  carried  out  at  one  cottage  where  abnormal 
numbers  of  cluster  flies  were  found  to  be  infesting  the  roof  spaces 

of  the  cottage. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  “by  Pests  Act,  1949 • 

The  survey  of  the  District  to  discover  rat  infestations 
continued  during  the  year*  The  number  of  complaints  received 
and  requests  for  treatment  showed  an  increase  of  on  the  previous 
year  and,  in  consequence,  the  number  of  properties  inspected  during 
the  survey  was  proportionately  less  than  19 53* 

Warfarin  rat  poison  is  now  used  exclusively  by  the  Department 
with  the  exception  of  treatments  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tips.  This 
poison  has  been  proved  to  give  much  better  results  than  the  poisons 
formerly  used  and  it  is  unusoial  if  lOO^o  kill  is  not  obtained.  Being 
a  slow  acting  poison  dead  rats  are  rarely  found  after  treatment. 

The  simplicity  of  its  use  makes  it  an  ideal  method  for  occupiers  of 
farms  and  similar  premises,  and  by  the  employment  of  permanent  bait 
stations  such  premises  can  be  maintained  free  from  rats  after  the 
initial  clearance.  Advisory  leaflets  on  the  use  of  this  poison  are 
available  to  ratepayers  on  request. 

Three  treatments  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  year.  Zinc  Phosphide  was  used  in  two  treatments  and 
Warfarin  in  the  other.  The  treatments  served  to  emphasise  the 
superiority  of  the  latter  poison. 

Visits  of  inspection  are  made  when  threshing  operations  are 
noted,  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  are  being 
observed. 

The  rabbit  disease,  Myxomatosis,  swept  through  the  District 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  and  exterminated  practically  the  whole 
rabbit  population.  A  large  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  of 
rat  infestations  inside  dwelling-houses,  may  be  due  to  the  increased 
hunting  of  rats  by  the  natural  enemies  of  the  rabbit,  as  well  as  the 
abnormally  wet  winter  and  consequent  floods. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Treatments : 


Number  of  inspections  made  . .  1*945 

Number  of  complaints  received . . .  192 

Number  of  infestations  fourri . * .  732 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out . . .  765 

Estimated  number  of  rats  and  mice  killed .  5*200 

Gross  cost  of  service  for  one  year . .  £666 

Bait  used  * ....  * . . . • .  16  cwts. 

Poison  used  (.5^  Warfarin)  .  8li  lbs. 

Cost  per  rat  killed . .  2/7d. 

Bait  take  per  rat  killed . * . . . .  52  ozs* 

Average  kill  per  os*  poison  .. . . . .  4  rats. 

Informal  notices  served  .  9 


Informal  notices  complied  with  . .  9 
Informal  notices  outstanding  ...Nil 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958; 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  food  premises  of 
all  t;ypes,  and  improvements  have  been  effected  to  some  as"  a  result  of 
informal  action. 


Details  of  tne  rood  shops  in  the  District  are  as  follows:— 

Butchers  *  shops  ....... . 11 

Grocers T  shops  . . 33 

Catering  establishments  . . *  8 

Fishmongers'  shops  .  2 

Greengrocers  *  shops  . . 1 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  to  the  above 
premises  . . .  2i_l 

Licensed  premises . . .  .  29 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection .  p 

Bakehouses  .....o...  ...••• ...........  8 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  . .  16 

Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  &  Drup;s  .Act.  1958: 

Manufacture  of  sausages,  etc .  11 

Manufacture  of  ice-cream  . .  1 

Sale  of  ice-cream  . .  28 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  . . .  9 

Informal  notices  served  . . 2 

Informal  notices  coiiplied  with .  9 

Informal  notices  outstanding . . .  19 

Ice-cream  samples: 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  the  manufacturer  in  this  district 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ( complete  cold 

Ill-LX )  o..o»®.oo.0oeoo.....00.  ............  2 

Results  of  samples: 

Grade  I  .  2 

Grade  II  . . Nil 

Grade  III  . Nil 

Grade  IV  . Nil 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958  ( Cont ' d.  ) 

Meat  and  Other  Foods: 

Three  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
The  licences  were  granted  subject  to  the  carrying  out  of  works  of  repai 
within  a  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  issue  of  the  licence. 
Two  of  the  three  slaughterhouses  are  in  regular  use. 

Bins  have  been  provided  at  each  slaughterhouse  for  the  reception 
of  diseased  meat,  which  is  first  coloured,  and  then  removed  by  the  Counc 
workmen  to  the  refuse  tip,  where  it  is  buried. 


Details  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  the  parts  rejected  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  are  as  follows :- 


Inspected 


Beasts : 
Pigs: 
Sheep : 
Calves : 


Total  number  inspected  . .  • 

tt  H 


tt 

tl 


tt 

tt 


tt 

tt 


.  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 


43 

192 

40 


Total:  280 


Condemned  as  unfit 

No. 

Beasts :  4 

1 
2 
1 

3 

1 

1 

8 

3 

Pigs :  8 

6 

1 

2 

3 

7 

2 

2 

2 

Sheep:  2 


Part 

Heads  . 

Liver . 

Lungs  . 

Neck  . 

Mesenteries  .... 

Lung . 

Heart  . 

Livers  . 

tt 


Heads  (including 

tongues)  . 

Mesenteries  .... 

Head . 

Lungs . . 

Livers  . 

Lungs  . 

Kidneys  . 

Spleens  . 

Legs . . . 

Livers . . 


Disease 

Tuberculosis 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Pleurisy 

tt 

Fluke 

Abscesses 

Tuberculosis 

tt 

Abscesses 

tt 

Cloudy  swelling 

Pneumonia 

Nephritis 

Traumatism 

Broken  and  bruised 

Cysts. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958  ( Cont ' d.  ) 

The  folio-wing  foods  have  been  inspected  at  food  shops  and  found 
to  he  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  surrendered  for  destruction 


Canned  Meat  . .  93  lbs. 

Frozen  Egg  . . 12  lbs. 

Canned  Fish  . . 17  tins. 

Canned  Fruit  . .  69  tins. 

Canned  Vegetables  ............  13  tins. 

Canned  Tomatoes  . . 2  tins. 

Canned  Milk  ..................  11  tins. 

Fresh  Herrings . . .  56  lbs. 


The  foods  were  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  diseased  meat. 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949: 


Humber  of  premises  registered  as  dairies  . . . 9 

Number  of  retai  1  purveyors  . . 12 

Number  of  Licences  issued  to  retail  T.T.  milk  . . 11 

Number  of  Licences  issued  to  retail  Pasteurised  milk  . .  10 

Number  of  Licences  issued  to  retail  Sterilised  milk  ...  2 

Number  of  inspections  of  dairies,  vehicles,  etc . 16 

Total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  ....  119 


Results  of  samples; 


(a)  Biological  Milk  Samples : - 

Samples  procured  1954-  105 

"  found  to  contain  tubercle  .  1 

"  "  "  "  brucella:  - 

(a)  militensis . . . Nil 

(b)  abortus  . . 17 

Void  samples  ...... .....................  4 

(b)  Statutory  Milk  Samples 

Samples  procured  . . 14 

Void  samples  . . 2 

Methylene  Blue  Test: 

Satisfactory  . . 9 

Unsatisfactory  . 3 

(c)  Further  investigation  into  "Q"  Fever: - 

Samples  taken  . . Nil 

Report  on  23  samples  taken  during  1953 
R.  burneti  isolated 


1 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ( Cont ' d.  ) 

The  organised  sampling  of  milk  for  biological  examination  was 
continued  during  the  year.  Samples  Y/ere  taken  at  the  farms  of 
producers  whose  milk  was  despatched  to  collecting  Depots  outside 
the  County.  The  aim  is  to  obtain  6-monthly  samples  from  each  of 
such  producers  and  3-monthly  samples  from  producer-retailers. 

Where  tuberculosis  is  isolated  in  the  sample,  notification  is 
sent  to  the  County  Veterinary  Officer  and  prompt  action  is  taken  to 
remove  for  slaughter  the  animal  responsible,  under  the  provision  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938. 

The  samples  submitted  for  biological  examination  are  now 
examined  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  and  it  is  the  practice  to 
notify  fanners  of  positive  Brucella  reports,  recommending  inoculation 
as  a  means  of  preventing  spread  of  the  infection. 

Factories  Act.  1937: 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  factories 


(a)  With  mechanical  power  .........  35 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power  ......  25 

Number  of  outworkers  ......o... .........  4 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  22 

Informal  notices  served  .  1 

Informal  notices  complied  with . .  2 

Informal  notices  outstanding  .  1 


Summary  of  Work  carried  out  after  Formal  or  Informal  Action  by  Sanitary 
Inspector 


New  drains  laid  ........o. ....... ............  07 

Drains  repaired  . .  2 

Choked  drains  cleansed  . . 

New  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  provided  .  10 

Overflowing  cesspools  cleaned  out . 15 

Accumulations  removed  . . 6 

Insanitary  closets  abolished .  13- 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water-closets  .  58 

New  sinks  provided  . . .  •  12 

Houses  connected  to  mains  water .  13 

Roofs  renewed  . . 2 

Roofs  repaired  9 

Dampness  remedied  . . . 
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Summary  of  V/brk  carried  out  after  Formal  or  Informal  Action  by  Sanitary 


Floors  repaired  or  renewed .  28 

Staircases  renewed  ............ .  7 

New  foodstores  provided . . .  8 

Plastervvork  repaired . . . . .  . . .  22 

Miscellaneous  housing  defects  remedied  ....  9 

Dirty  or  verminous  premises  cleansed .  14 

Leaking  water  pipes  repaired  . .  4 

Dustbins  renewed  . . 30 


Notes  In  13  cases 9  2  cottages  have  been  made  into  1:  each  included  as  1  cottage  made  fit 
although  inspected  and  recorded  as  2  cottages. 
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APPENDIX 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A.  By  Local  Health  Authority 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  Services  provided,  in  the 
area  of  the  Combine,  by  the  West  Sussex  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority. 

(a)  Nursing:  The  West  Sussex  County  Council  employs  District 

Nurses,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses.  In  the  villages 
it  is  usual  for  the  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  to  he 
carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse.  In  Horsham  and  Crawley  the  Health 
Visitors  act  as  School  Nurses,  but  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  operate 
separately. 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare:  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held 

as  follows :  - 


1*  Horsham  -  at  Health  Centre  in  Hurst  Road.  Sessions  are  held  twice 
weekly,  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  at  2.30  p.rn.  ,  a  doctor  being  in 
attendance  on  the  latter. 

2.  Horsham  ~  Leechpool  Lane.  Fortnightly  sessions  are  held  on 
Wednesdays,  with  a  doctor  in  attendance. 

Both  these  clinics  are  available  to  residents  from  the  adjoin! 
parishes,  as  well  as  to  those  living  in  the  town. 

3»  Crawley  -  Congregational  Church  Hall,  Robinson  Road.  Sessions  are 
held  each  Tuesday  from  2.30  p.n. ,  a  doctor  being  in  attendance 
fortnightly. 

4c  Crawley  -  Langley  Green.  Here  the  Centre  is  situated  in  the  new 
building  adjoining  Langley  Creen  School,  and  is  open  on  the  first 
and  third  Wednesdays  in  each  month  from  2.30  p.m.  A  doctor  is  in 
attendance  on  the  first  Wednesday. 

5*  Crawley  -  Three  Bridges.  The  Centre  is  at  Jubilee  House,  sessions 
being  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  and  first  and  third 
Fridays  in  each  month.  A  doctor  attends  fortnightly  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Thursday. 

6*  B1  llingshurs t .  The  Centre  is  situated  at  the  Women's  Hall,  with 

sessions  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  in  each  month  from  2.30  p.m. 
A  doctor  attends  on  the  third  Tuesday. 


7«  Pctwcrth  -  High  street  Clinic.  Fortnightly  sessions  are  held  on 
Fridays  from  2.  JO  p.m,,  a  doctor  being  in  attendance. 

8.  Forthchapel.  Monthly  sessions  are  held  at  the  old  school  on  the 

first  Thursday  in  each  month  from  2.30  p.m.  when  a  doctor  is  present. 

9*  Loxwoodc  Monthly  sessions  are  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month , 
in  the  Village  Hall ,  with  a  doctor  in  attendance. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  "Weighing  Centres"  are  held  at 
Broadbridge  Heath,  Colgate,  Partridge  Green,  Rudgwick,  Rusper,  Southwater, 
Strood  Park  Camp,  Warnham  and  Kirdford. 

Ant  e  -  -Nat. al  Cl  inic  s 

1.  Horsham  Health  Centre.  Fortnightly  on  Tuesdays  at  2. 30  p.m. 

2.  Horsham  -  Leechpool  Lane.  Sessions  are  held  fortnightly  on  Wednesdays 

from  2.  JO  pome 

3*  Crawley  -  Congregational  Church  Rooms.  Sessions  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  each  month  from  2.30  p.m. 

4.  Three  Bridges  -  Jubilee  House.  Sessions  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
each  month,  and  the  second  Tuesday,  a  doctor  attending  monthly. 
Sessions  held  by  the  Midwives  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays,  the 
time  of  attendance  in  all  cases  being  2.30  p.m. 

5.  Billingshurst.  Clinic  held,  at  the  Women’s  Hall,  on  the  first  Tuesday 

in  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

6.  Petworth  High  Street  Clinic.  A  Midwives  session  is  held  fortnightly 

at  2.30  p.m. 

7.  Northchapel.  A  monthly  session  is  held  at  the  old  school,  on  the 
first  Thursday  at  2.30  p.m.,  with  a  doctor  in  attendance. 

(c)  School  Health  JServicep  Regular  inspections  of  children  are 
carried  out  at  all  the  schools  by  the  District  M.O.H.  and  other  School 
Medical  Officers  in  the  service  of  the  County  Council. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows 

Horsham  Urban  District 

At  the  Health  Centre  in  Hurst  Road  -  Minor  Ailment,  Eye ,  Orthopaedic, 
Physiotherapy,  and  Speech  Clinics. 
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Two  Dental  Surgeons  operate  from  the  Health  Centre,  where  regular 
sessions  are  held  for  the  treatment  of  children  with  defective  teeth. 
Orthoptic  Clinics  are  held  in  the  building  but  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Horsham  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Regular  Diphtheria  Immunisation  sessions  are  held  at  the  Health 
Centre,  but  in  addition  visits  are  made  to  various  schools,  when  the 
numbers  to  be  dealt  with  are  sufficient  to  justify  this. 

At  the  Leechpool  Lane  Clinic,  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  for 
school  children  for  cases  that  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  School  Nurses, 
and  regular  Diphtheria  Immunisation  sessions  are  held. 

Horsham  Rural  District 


The  above  facilities  are  available  to  children  from  the  adjoining 
parishes  of  the  rural  district. 

In  addition  regular  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  at  Crawley, 
together  with  Eye,  Orthopaedic  and  Physiotherapy  Clinics.  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  sessions  are  held  at  Robinson  Road,  Three  Bridges,  and  at 
Langley  Green.  Dental  Clinics  are  held  at  schools  and  at  various 
Centres  in  the  town. 

Petworth  Rural  District 


The  following  clinics  are  available  for  children  resident  in  the 
district: - 

5Jye  Clinics  are  held  at  Chichester  and  Midhurst 
Speech  Therapy  at  Chichester  or  Petworth 
Orthoptics  at  Chichester. 

Orthopaedic  facilities  at  Chichester. 

Physiotherapy  Clinics  at  Petworth  as  required 
Dental  Clinics  are  held  at  various  schools  and 
Centres. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  at  the  various  schools 
and  Centres  throughout  the  area. 

(d)  Ambulance  Service:  The  operation  of  the  Ambulance  Service  in 
the  area  is  carried  out  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  acting  as 
agents  for  the  County  Council.  Calls  for  an  ambulance  are  made  throug 
the  doctor  or  nurse  in  attendance  on  the  case  or  through  the  police  or 
members  on  duty  in  case  of  accident  and  other  emergencies. 

At  the  Horsham  Headquarters  three  paid  drivers  and  a  mechanic 
are  employed,  but  in  addition  considerable  voluntary  work  is  carried  ou 
in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  service  by  members  of  the 
Ambulance  and  Nursing  Divisions.  In  Crawley  there  are  now  three 
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vehicles,  with  paid  drivers,  but  attendants  are  provided  by  the  Crawley 
cursing  Division  of  ot.  John.  In  Petworth  there  is  one  ambulance 
vehicle,  with  a  paid  driver  and  voluntary  attendants. 

The  hospital  Oar  Service  for  both  Horsham  and  Crawley  is  con¬ 
trolled  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Horsham  Division  of  St.  John,  - 
another  example  of  valuable  voluntary  effort. 

(e)  Home  Help  Services  This  is  controlled  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The  value  of  this  work  cannot 
be  over-estimated. 


B.  Other  Facilities 

(i)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services?  A  comprehensive  hospital 
and  specialist  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Hospital  accommodation  of  a  private  nature  is  available  in  certain 
circumstances,  subject  to  appropriate  charges. 

(ii)  General  Medical  and  Dental  Services;  Everyone  is  entitled, 
as  part  of  the  arrangements  of  the  National  Health  Service,  to 
general  medical  and  dental  care.  Local  arrangements  for  these 
services  are  organised  through  the  National  Health  Executive  Council 
for  West  Sussex,  175?  Broyle  Road,  Chichester. 

(iii)  Horsham  Chest  Clinics  This  is  held  partly  in  Horsham  Hospital 
and  partly  in  the  adjoining  Health  Centre,  and  is  available  to  all 
residents  in  the  area. 

(iv)  Venereal  Diseases;  Patients  may  attend  the  Clinic  at  the 
Y/or thing  Hospital  or  at  the  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton. 
Treatment  is  confidential  and  times  are  as  follows: - 


Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital 

Men  -  Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  1.30  to  4*30  p.m. 

<■  i 

Women  -  Tuesdays  1*30  to  4*30  p.m. 

Thursdays  and  Saturdays  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Yforthing  Hospital 

Men  -  Wednesdays  5-30  to  6.30  p.m. 

Fridays  4*  30  to  5*30  p.m. 


Women  - 


Wednesdays  3  to  5  p*m. 
Fridays  2  to  4  p.m. 


MINIATURE  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


Although  responsibility  for  providing  this  service  in  West  Susses 
rests  with  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board,  it  is  obvious  tl: 
the  successful  operation  of  the  Units  can  only  be  ensured  if  co-operat 
and  support  are  given  locally.  In  March  1954  the  Worcester  Park  Unj 
visited  Crawley,  where  the  general,  population  was  dealt  with  at  the 
Congregational  Hall  in  Robinson  Road.  However  it  was  realised  that 
much  better  response  might  be  expected  if  the  Unit  were  to  operate  foi 
a  few  days  on  the  Factory  Estate  prior  to  its  arrival  in  the  town. 
Messrs.  Vitamin  Ltd.  kindly  made  available  a  part  of  their  new  premis 
in  Manor  Royal  for  this  purpose,  with  the  result  that  1194  men  and  41$ 
women  were  examined  during  their  working  hours  before  the  general  si 
began.  In  the  second  stage  of  the  visit,  between  11th  and  25th  Mg 
856  men  and  1192  women,  -  making  a  total  of  2048  persons,  submitted 
selves  for  examination.  The  total  number  examined  on  this  occasion 
therefore  3^61,  -  a  figure  which  compares  not  unfavourably  with  other 
areas  in  which  this  Unit  operates. 


In  June,  the  Portsmouth  Unit  visited  Horsham  and  was  set  up  at 
Boys'  Club  in  Hurst  Road,  -  where  the  premises  proved  satisfactory  g 
the  position,  near  the  station  and  'buses,  very  convenient.  The  fact 
that  the  building  is  situated  within  easy  reach  of  the  Health  Centre, 
where  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Director,  proved  an 
added  advantage. 

The  number  of  persons  X-rayed,  namely  350 6,  was  a  very  satisfactoi 
figure,  as  the  Unit  could  only  stay  in  Horsham  for  two  weeks.  Details 
were  as  follows 


Males 

General  public  581 
School  leavers  139 
Organised  industrial  groups  1031 


Females 

Total 

975 

1556 

159 

298 

621 

1652 

5506 

